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_ His Face 


By Helen Frazee-Bower 
2 Corinthians 4:6 


HEN once, upon life’s pathway, 
The face of Christ appears, 
How little all our laughter, 
How transient all our tears! 


The things we thought important 
Are only fragments blown , 
To vanish in the distance, 
When once the Lord is known. 


How tawdry is earth’s tinsel! 
When Jesus takes His place, 
The end of all our seeking 
Is written in one Face. 


s 
The Divine Organist 


Heavenly harmony is one of the 
glories of the Bible and an evidence of 
its inspiration. This. was beautifully 
expressed by L, Gaussen, D.D., profes- 
Sor of Systematic Theology in the 


Oratoire in Geneva, Switzerland, in the: 


last century. In his great book, which 
he originally called “Theopneustia” and 
which is now published by the Moody 
Press, Chicago, under the title, “The 
Inspiration of the Hely. Scriptures,” he 
“Has the reader ever paid a 
visit to the astonishing organist, who 


‘§ ‘0 charmingly elicits the tourist’s tears 






helped us’ 
1 SAMUEL 7:12 


in the Cathedral at Freiburg, as he 
touches one after another his wondrous 
keys, and greets your ear by turns with 
the march of warriors on the riverside, 
the voice of prayer sent up from the 
lake during the fury of the storm, or 
of thanksgiving when it is hushed to 
rest? All your senses are electrified, 
for you seem to have seen all, and to 
have heard all. Well, then, it was thus 
that the Lord God, mighty in harmony, 
applied, as it were, the finger of His 
Spirit to the stops which He had chosen 
for the hour of His purpose, and for 
the unity of His celestial hymn. He 
had from eternity before Him all the 
human stops which He required; His 
Creator’s eye embraces at a glance this 
range of keys stretching over threesccre 
centuries; and when He would make 
known to our fallen world the everlast- 
ing counsel of His redemption, and the 
coming of the Son of God, He put His 
left hand on Enoch, the seventh man 
from Adam, and His/ right on John, the 
humble and sublime prisoner of Pat- 
mos. The celestial anthem, seven hun- 
dred years before’ the flood, began with 
these words, ‘Behold, the Lord cometh 


x 





with ten thousands of his saints, to ex- 
ecute judgment upon all,’ but already, 
in the mind of God, and in the eternal . 
harmony of His work, the voice of John 
had answered to that, of Enoch, and 
closed the hymn, three thousand years 
after him, with these words, ‘Behold, he 
cometh withlouds; and every eye shall 
see him, and they also which pierced 
him ... Amen. Even so, come Lord 
Jesus,’ And during this hymn of thirty 
centuries, the Spirit .of God never 
ceased to breathe in all His messengers; 
the angels, an apostle tells us, desired 
to look into its wondrous depths. God’s 
elect were moved, and life eternal came 
down into the souls of men.” Dr. Gaus- 
sen’s masterpiece, which is quoted by 
Dr. Petrie in this issue, is like a refresh- 
ing breeze from Heaven, dispelling the 
clouds of doubt about the inspiration 
of Scripture and letting the Sun of 
righteousness shine forth in all His 
glory through its pages. He was not 
ashamed of his stand, or apologetic, or 
always on the defensive, but boldly 
took the offensive, and with scholarly 
skill answered the critics’ arguments 
one by one. Dr. Petrie is also render- 
ing Tres readers a real service by his 
short series on inspiration and trans- 
lation, which begins in this issue. Let. 
us rejoice that “all scripture is given 
by inspiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness; that 
the man of God may be perfect, 
throughly furnished unto all good 
works” (2 Tim. 3:16,.17). 
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Why Memorize Scripture? 


By the Editor 


ANY are the blessings that come to 
the Christian who memorizes Bi- 
ble passages. Some of the best may 

be seen under the following headings. 


TEMPTATION 


Our adversary, the Devil, who goes 
about “as a roaring lion .. . seeking 
whom he may devour,” is’ clever at 
tempting us suddenly, when we seem to 
be unguarded. Often we do not have 
time to turn to the Bible and hunt up 
texts to meet the temptation, so it is 
important to hide as many as we can 
in ‘our hearts. The Word of God is the 
Sword of the Spirit (Eph. 6:17; Heb. 


4:12)—a defensive weapon, to parry 
the thrusts of Satan, and an offensive 
weapon to drive him off. The greater 
our skill in handling it, the better fit 
we are to meet temptation. It is very 
significant that our Lord Jesus Christ, 
in the tremendous conflict He had with 
Satan in. the desert, used only the Word 
of God three times, quoting from the 
Book of Deuteronomy; and with the 
last text He added His own words, 
saying, “Get thee hence, Satan” (Matt. 
4:1-11). If the sinless Son of God thus 
used the Sword of the Spirit in temp- 
tation, how much we, who are sinners, 
need to follow His example! 
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GUIDANCE 


Life sometimes seems to be made up 
of a succession of decisions. There are 
days when we are confronted with one 
after another and we finally feel per- 
plexed with the multiplicity of them. 
We continually need the guidance that 
comes from a thorough knowledge of 
the Word of God. It is called “a lamp 
unto my feet, and a light unto my path” 
(Psa. 119:105); and in the same Psalm 
the writer said, “The entrance of thy 
words giveth light; it giveth under- 
standing unto the simple” (v. 130). The 
Lord said, “I will instruct thee and 
teach thee in the way which thou shalt 
go: I will guide thee with mine eye” 
(Psa. 32:8); and if we are to be guided 
by His eye, we must spend time in His 
Word. He also said, “And thine ears 
shall hear a word behind thee, saying, 
This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye 
turn to the right hand,.and when ye 
_ turn to the left” (Isa. 30:21). This word 
generally comes to us, not audibly in 
some supernatural way, but quietly, in 
the heart, as. we remember some part 
of the Word of God. And we are in the 
best position to hear it when we have 
stored. up His Word in our memories. 


MEDITATION 


Our minds are always active; we are 
always thinking about something. How 
wholesome and restful it is to be turn- 
ing over in the mind a verse of Scripture 
that we have learned the first thing in 
the morning! Several good things are 
said about the “man” of the First 
Psalm, but one of them is that “his de- 
light is in the law of the Lord; and in 
his law doth he meditate day and 
night.” We cannot always be sitting 
reading the Bible, so if we are to be 
able to think about it at any time of 
the day or night, we shall have to 
memorize parts of it. We may think we 
have no time to meditate on the Bible, 
but this is never true, for it can be done 
when we are waiting for an elevator, 
riding in a bus, standing on a street 
corner’ waiting for the réd light to 
change, sitting in a restaurant waiting 
for the waitress to bring our lunch, and 
at many other odd moments. It is one 
of the best ways to be “redeeming the 
time, because the days are evil” (Eph. 
5:16), and it is a good antidote to the 
evil imaginations of our own hearts. 


CoMFORT 


In times of loneliness, sickness, pain, 
or sleeplessness, there is ‘great comfort 
in being able to turn over in the mind 
the “exceeding great and precious 
promises,” by which we become “par- 
takers of the divine nature” (2 Pet. 1: 
4). Everyone who has been a hospital 
patient knows what it is to lie waiting 
for the doctor or nurse to come, or 
hopefully expecting visitors, and the 
hours seem to drag by. Then it means 
much to be able to recite from memory 
the Twenty-third Psalm, parts of the 
fortieth chapter of Isaiah, with its won- 
derful closing words, “He giveth power 
to the faint .. .”; or the Twenty-seventh 
Psalm, or parts of the 12th of Hebrews 
on chastening, such as verse 11, “Now 
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no chastening for the present seemeth 
to be: joyous, but grievous; nevertheless 


‘afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit 


of righteousness unto them which are 
exercised thereby.” The small hours of 
the night, after midnight, seem espe- 
cially to be the Devil’s hunting ground, 
and then he shoots one fiery dart after 
another at some hard-pressed Christian 
worker who has insomnia. There is 
nothing like the shield of faith to ward 
these off, and that is kept polished and 
bright by the constant use of the Scrip- 
tures, for “faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God” (Rom. 
10:17). 


“WITNESS 


Finally, the Christian best equipped 
to lead others to a saving knowledge of 
the Lord Jesus Christ is the one who is 
filled with the Spirit and knows the 
Word thoroughly. When we get into 
conversation with someone about the 
Lord, we cannot know in advance what 
arguments he will bring up to oppose 
the Gospel, what discouragements. and 
failures in his own life he will speak of, 
what perplexities may have troubled 
his mind, or what strong temptations 
are still keeping him from saying Yes 
to Christ.: If we can meet each of these 
with appropriate texts from the Scrip- 
tures, his arguments will be answered, 
his discouragements. dissipated, his 
temptations met, and his. perplexities 
solved; and it may be that, as he sees 
one after another go down before the 
power of the Word, he will open his 
heart to the Lord and let Him in. We 
need not be discouraged even if he be- 
gins by saying that he does not believe 
the Bible, for the Word is still “quick, 
and powerful, and sharper than any 
twoedged sword” (Heb. 4:12), breaking 
down prejudices and convicting of sin, 
and we have God’s promise that it will 
not return unto Him void (Isa. 55:11). 
We are best prepared to have the Spirit 
bring to our remembrance the appro- 
priate texts when we need them, if at 
some time previously we have com- 
mitted them to memory. 

Chrysostom said, “It is from hence 
our myriad evils spring—our ignorance 
of the Scriptures.” Memorizing them 
is one of the best ways to get to know 
them; and the better we know them 
the more we shall be inclined to say 
with the Psalmist, “More to be desired 
are they than gold, yea, than much fine 
gold: sweeter also than honey and the 
honeycomb” (Psa. 19:10). 


s 
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Notes on Open Letters 


Was the Editor Wrong in 
Interpreting Daniel 12:4? 


Dr. Arthur Petrie, Bible teacher of 
Seattle who has written for the Times 
for the past eleven years, thinks the 
Editor was wrong; and he quotes in 
support of his view many reputable 
commentators. An _ Editorial Note 





_ (Adam = Clarke). 


January 17, 19 


(Nov. 15) held that a report of three 
and a half million Americans travel. 
ing every day might be taken as 
some evidence of a fulfillment of this 
phrase in Daniel 12:4, “Many shall 
run to and fro, and knowledge shall 
be increased.” However, it appears 
_.that this interpretation is not gen- 
erally aecepted by the best Bible 
scholars; and the only thing that can 
be said in its favor is that prophecies 
sometimes have more than one appli- 
cation. 
As Dr. Petrie’s comments are both 
interesting and valuable, they are 
given herewith: 


“Many shall run to and fro, and 
knowledge shall be increased” (v. 4), 
A modern view of these words has 
taken them to mean that at the end 
time, or as a sign of the end time, travel 
shall greatly increase. And in that view 
the Bible is said to teach or prognosti- 
cate human achievements. 

This the Bible does not do; it does 
not forecast the inventions of.man. In 
Amos 8:12 we read, “They shall run to 
and fro to seek the word of the Lord, 
and shall not find it’; and while the 
same Hebrew word is used, it does not 
there indicate extensive travel, but only 
within the limits of, part of the land of 
Israel. ‘ 

What the words of Daniel 12:4 indi- 
cate we shall point out. The Hebrew 
word is shut (pronounced like “shoot”). 
In the verbal form, which is intensive, 
it means intense earnestness for some- 
thing, and is the word used in 2 Chron- 
icles 16:9, where it tells us of the eyes 
of the Lord which “run to and fro 
throughout the whole earth, to show 
himself strong in the behalf of them 
whose heart is perfect toward him.” 
There it certainly means earnestness in 
looking for some special kind of people. 
Gesenius of Hebrew Dictionary fame 
defines the word thus: “To run through 
or over the book; ie., to examine it 
thoroughly (Dan. 12:4).” Adam Clarke, 
the. famous Methodist expositor, says 
of the words, “Many shall endeavor to 
search out the sense; and knowledge 
shall bé increased by these means; 
though the meaning shall not be fully 
known till the events take place: then 
the seal shall be broken, and the sense 
become plain.” “This seems,” says he, 
“to be the meaning of the verse, though 
another has been put on it; viz., ‘Many 
shall run to and fro preaching the Gos- 
pel of Christ, and therefore religious 
knowledge and true wisdom shall be 
increased.’ ” 

“This is true in itself; but it is not 
the meaning of the prophetic words” 
Orton, an old-time 
commentator, says, after quoting the 
words of verse 4: “That is, this vision 
refers to future and distant events, and 
therefore it is not to be fully known till 
the events discover it. In the mean- 
time these prophecies will set persons 
upon inquiring, and many important 
discoveries will be made, even to the 
end of time.”» He goes on fo say, “A 
diligent inquiry into the meaning of 

(Continued on page 64) 
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T Lesson for February 1 


|. The Inspiration and Translation of the Scriptures 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Have we the Word of God in our hands today? , 


ANY years ago a group of stu- 
dents asked me a question about 
the Bible as translated: Is it the 

Word of God? Is it the message of God 
to us? I answered that it was, but the 
question caused me to search out defi- 
nite reasons for my answer. So I 
studied the subject of the Inspiration 
and Translation of the Holy Scriptures. 

What a subject! Probably it has en- 
gaged the thought of ‘Christians from 
the earliest times. The fact is that 
Christians since apostolic times have 
had the Word of God, the Scriptures 
of the Old and New Testaments, in 
translations. And today the Word of 
God is read in homes and churches and 
cities and towns and villages, through- 


. out the world, in translations. Only a 


comparatively few persons can and do 
read the Scriptures of God in the lan- 
guages in which they were originally 
written—Hebrew and some Aramaic in 
the Old Testament, and Greek in the 
New. The question has been asked: Is 
divine inspiration affected, lessened, or 
changed by translation? May Chris- 
tians accept faithful translations as the 
message, 
them? My answer at once is, Certainly! 
Some definitions of divine inspiration 
add the words, “as originally given,” 
by which is meant the Hebrew and 
Greek words of the two Testaments. 
But such’ definitions leave out inspira- 
tion as it affects trustworthy transla- 
tions. How many Christians, when and 
after reading, “All scripture is given 
by inspiration of God” (2 Tim. 3:16), 
think that those words mean only the 
Scriptures as “originally given”? The 
Christian feels that the correctly trans- 
lated Bible He holds in his hands is the 
inspired Word of God. The Spirit- 
taught Christian not only feels that; he 
knows it. The Holy Spirit moved upon 
the writers of the books of the Bible 
so that they wrote the very words that 
He intended should convey the message 
of God. The authors wrote, “not in 
words which man’s wisdom teacheth, 
but which the Spirit teacheth” (1 Cor. 
2:13, A.S.V.). : 
Professor Gaussen in his famous work, 
“The Plenary Inspiration of the Holy 
Scripture,” 1 after giving a first definition 
of divine inspiration, gives this as his 
“final” and “new definition.” He writes 
that it is “that inexplicable power 
which the Divine Spirit put forth of old 
on the authors of holy Scripture, in 
order to their guidance. even in the em- 
ployment of the words they used, and 
to preserve them alike from all error 
and from all omission” (p. 34). These 
last words are the ones we should note 
when considering our subject, Inspira- 
tion and Translation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. Since the authors were pre- 
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. } Moody 
ago 10; $ 


Press, 820 N. La Salle St., Chi- 
3.50. 


the very Word of God, to 


“The Lord Jesus, our Saviour and 
our Judge,” wrote L. Gaussen, D.D., 
professor of Systematic Theology in 
Geneva in the last century, “be- 
lieved then in the most complete 
inspiration of the Scriptures; and 
for Him the first rule of all herme- 
neutics, and the commencement of 
all exegesis, was this simple maxim 
applied to the most minute expres- 
sions of the written word, ‘And the 
scripture cannot be broken.’ Let, 
then, the Prince of Life, the light 
of the world, reckon all of us as his 
scholars! What ‘He believed let us 
receive. What He respected let us 
revere. Let us press to our sickly 
hearts that Word to which He sub- 
mitted His saviour heart, and all the 
thoughts of His holy humanity, and 
to it let us subject all the thoughts 
of our fallen humanity. There let 
us look for God, even in its mi- 
nutest passages; in it let us daily dip 
the roots_of our being, ‘like the tree 
planted by the rivers of waters, 
yhich bringeth forth his fruit in his 
season, and his leaf shall not 
wither.’ ” 

This is the first of a brief series 
on Inspiration and Translation by 
Dr. Petrie, Bible teacher and writer 
of Seattle. 








served “from all error,” then we have 
only the truth of God in an honestly 
translated Bible; and since they. were 
preserved “from all omission,” we have 
in such a translated Bible that only 
which it pleased the Holy Spirit of God 
to convey to us. Remember this: A 
faithful translation changes the words 
of one language and puts them into 
another, but does not change the truth 
or the message of the original words. 
In our Bible, therefore, we have the 
divinely inspired truth of God and the 
divinely inspired message of God—in- 
fallible truth and infallible message! 

William Muir, M.A., in his book, “Our 
Grand Old Bible” (Revell, out of 
print), says: “Nothing that is said 
about versions or translations or 
texts ought ever to be allowed to 
make us feel that we are removed 
even by one step from the very mind 
of God as He has revealed it to us in 
His Holy Word. ... It loses less than 
any other book by being translated; 
and manifold testimony has been borne 
to the fact that the Authorized Version 
in particular resembles a book in its 
original language rather than a trans- 
lation” (2nd ed. 1911, p. 9). Wonderful 
statement! And so true! Professor H. 


'S. -Miller, M.A:, in his great work, 


“General Biblical Introduction” (Word- 
Bearer Press, Houghton, N. Y., $4), 
writes this about translations of the 
Bible: “A genuine copy of a faithful 
translation of a manuscript. copy, after 
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allowing for differences of idioms, syn- 
onyms, etc., is of much the same value 
as that manuscript copy” (1956 ed., p. 
211). 


William Muir states that- the Bible 
was given that it might be translated 
into other languages.' He writes: “The 
Bible not only occupies a unique place 
in the literature and life of the human 
‘race, and has some inherent power of 
its own which no other book has; it ~ 
bears evidence of having been given 
in order that it might be rendered into 
other tongues” (Italics mine). 

1. The Scriptures themselves sanction 
translations of their original language 
into the words of another language. 
Nehemiah 8 is the example. The Jews 
had returned to their land after the 
seventy years captivity in Babylon. In 
the “seventh month” of their year they 
“gathered themselves together as one 
man” to hear the reading of “the book 
of the law of Moses.” Ezra was the 
reader, but we learn that certain Le- 
vites were present who “caused the peo- 
ple to understand the law.” Then in 
Nehemiah 8:8 we have this statement: 
“So they read in the book in the law of 
God distinctly, and gave the sense, and 
caused them to understand the reading.” ~ 
Now it is true that those words furnish 
the best model for ministers of the 
Word today. They teach that the read- 
ing of the Word and the exposition of 
what is read is the ideal way to conduct 
a worship service. This was the 
method used also in apostolic times, as 
is exhibited in Acts 13:15. Oh, that it 
were more closely followed today! 

But there is ano’ meaning coming 
out of the statement three times used: 
“those that could understand”; “caused 
the people to understand the law”; “and 
gave the sense, and caused them to 
understand the reading” (Neh. 8:3, 7, 
8). The other meaning has to do with 
our subject, Inspiration and Translation 
of the Holy Scriptures. Many of my 
readers do not have the writings I wish 
to use, so I shall pass on these comments 
on this matter. The great scholar of 
old-time Methodism and friend of John 
Wesley, Adam Clarke, writes a special 
“observation” on it. He says: “On the 
subject of verse 8, I beg leave to make 
a few observations: The Israelites hav- 
ing been lately brought. out of Baby- 
lonish captivity, in which they had 
continued seventy years, had, in gen- 
eral, lost the knowledge of the ancient 
Hebrew to such a degree that when the 
book of the Law was read, they did not 
understand it: but certain Levites stood 
by, and ‘gave the sense,’ ie., translated. 
it into the Chaldee dialect. This was 
the origin of the Chaldee Targums, or 
translation of the laws and prophets 
into that tongue.” Did they get the 
truth of God and the message of God 
because they heard it in the Aramaic 


~ 
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language? We shall see. The great 
Episcopalian commentary on the Bible 
is the one edited by Bishop C. J. Ellicott, 
D.D. The remark of that commentary 
at Nehemiah 8:8 is: “They expounded 
obscure passages, and in doing so nat- 
urally translated into the vernacular 
Aramaic dialect.” 

Today the Hebrew of the Bible is 
taught and used' in the land of Israel. 
The revival of the Hebrew language 
is one of the marvels of our time. But 
for centuries Bible Hebrew was not 
spoken by the Hebrew people, and the 
time of this disuse may well date from 
Babylonian captivity. What teaching 
they had from their Hebrew Bible was 
given in translations. Dr. Joseph 
Parker, contemporary of C. H. Spur- 
geon, and minister of City Temple, 
London, gives us this on Nehemiah 8: 
8 from the bodk, “Biblical Things Not 
Generally Known”: “From the neces- 
sity of. explaining. the Hebrew Scrip- 
tures, it is plain that the language of 
the people had materially changed dur- 
ing the residence in Babylonia. ... For 
several centuries after the Babylonish 
captivity, it was the regular custom in 
the synagogues to read first out of the 
Hebrew Scriptures, and then give the in- 
terpretation in the Chaldee dialect... . 
There is evidence in the New Testa- 
ment that this Chaldee dialect was the 
common spoken dialect of Jewish peo- 
ple up to the taking of Jerusalem by 
Titus, A.D. 74, when their dispersion 
in many lands led to the exchanging 
of it for the dialects of the Gentiles” 
(“Peoples Bible,” Vol. X, p. 246, footnote). 
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Shall we suppose that the Hebrew 
people did not hear the truth of God 
or the message of God because it was 
not. given to them in the Hebrew of 
their Scriptures? , Indeed not! After, 
no doubt, hearing the Word of God in 
the Chaldee dialect, the Aramaic lan- 
guage, Nehemiah records that “all the 
people went their way to eat, and to 
drink . . . and to make great mirth, 
because they had understood the words 
that were declared unto them.... And 
there was very great gladness” (Neh. 
8:12, 17). Enthusiasm was in the peo- 
ple. That has been the experience of 
peoples the world over when the trans- 
lated Word of God has been declared 
to them and received by them. 


J. R. Green, M.A., writes in his book, 
“A Short History of the English Peo- 
ple”: “No greater moral change ever 
passed over a nation than passed over 
England during the years which parted 
the middle of the reign of Elizabeth 
from the meeting of the long Parlia- 
ment. England became the people of 


a book, and that book was the Bible. - 


It was yet the one English book which 
was familiar to every Englishman; it 
was read at churches and read at home, 
and everywhere its words, as they fell 
on ears which custom had not deadened 
to their force and beauty, kindled a 


startling enthusiasm” (p. 455). “ 


And they had a translated Bible! 
Yes, they had the Word, the message 
of God. 


(To be continued) 


The Unfailing Light 


“Thy word is a lamp ‘unto my feet, 


and a light unto, my path” (Psa. 119:105) 


‘ 


HE past hundred years have been 

an age of constant change and 
transition. The unfolding of scientific 
facts has revolutionized the think- 
ing and customs of all nations; progress 
in education has been immense; de- 
velopment in communication and trans- 
portation has not only brought people 
closer together, but now directs man 
out into space and toward other planets. 
Christianity has survived these 
changes and developments; the Bible 
is still the best seller in a period of 
prolific literature. Advancement in the 
knowledge of true science has con- 
vinced many intelligent people of the 
trustworthiness of the Scriptures. The 
Christian welcomes any new facts dis- 
covered by ‘science, for he knows that 
between genuine science and the writ- 
ten revelation of God there is no dis- 
agreement. Between 1850 and 1900 
scientists made many exaggerated 
claims and numerous hypotheses. At 
first Christians were alarmed by these 
reports but as their reports were soon 


-tian scholars, 
» examine and confute the theories and 
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Missionary in Japan 


proved undependable to such an extent 


that true science itself was brought into. 


disrepute, these unfounded claims and 
ambiguous guesses were thoroughly 
dealt with by other and more reliable 
scientists. Some unproved matters, 
such as organic evolution, are still hotly 
debated. In the realm of Biblical stud- 
ies liberal views have spread rapidly, 
and today we see a great number of 
Protestants who have a religion of mere 
sentiment divorced from all definite be- 
liefs (see Time, January 27, 1958, p. 26). 

However, during the past century 
God has raised up a number of Chris- 
eminently qualified to 


conclusions of men who deny the au- 
thority’ of the Bible. Among these de- 
fenders of the historic Christian faith 
were J. B. Lightfoot, B. F. Westcott, 
H. C. G. Moule, James Orr, the Hodges, 
R. D.. Wilson, B. B. Warfield, and J. G. 
Machen. The “New Theology” that so 
greatly disturbed our Christian fathers 
a generation or two ago is now almost 





forgotten, and has been succeeded by 
¢newer and equally false theories. Alas, 


the effects of these liberal, critical 
views of the Bible are the loss of faith 
on the part of many, the eternal de- 
struction of souls, and a decline in “ 
moral state of society. 

The alert believer, who knows God 
and accepts the authority of the Scrip- 
tures, is not an obscurantist. He is not 
afraid to examine all lines of teaching, 
and is willing to cast away mere hu- 
man tradition and to modify his inter- 
pretations of various passages. On the 
other hand, he knows now from the 
history of the past hundred years that 
he need not fear the unscriptural views 
of men. He knows, for example, that 
the divergent views of a Barth or a 
Brunner will shortly be relegated to 
the theologian’s collection of discarded 
ideas and theories, although, to be sure, 
they will be followed by an endless 
assortment of philosophies and views 
emanating from the unregenerated but 
“religious” heart of man, climaxing in 


the deceptive teachings of the An- 


tichrist. 

Our acceptance of the Bible as God’s 
infallible Word rests upon a reasonable 
basis. There is abundant proof from 
the past centuries of its supernatural 
power in the lives of people of many 
nations. This power has been and is 
displayed first in the regeneration of 
all believers, then in the realms of 
sanctification, comfort, instruction, and 
warning. This acceptance of the Bible 
as God’s revelation also rests upon the 
internal witness of the Scriptures: 

“All scripture is given by inspiration 
of God; and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruc- 
tion in righteousness: that the man of 
God may be perfect, throughly fur- 
nished unto all good works” (2 Tim, 3: 
16, 17). 

“For the prophecy came wer in old 
time by the will of man: but holy men 
of God spake as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost” (2 Pet. 1:21). 


When a person declares that he ac- 
cepts the doctrine of the full or plenary 
inspiration, he means to say: “I hold 
that the Biblical writers, after having 
been prepared for their task by the 
providential ordering of their entire 
lives, received a blessed and wonderful 
and supernatural guidance and impul- 
sion by the Spirit of God, so that they 
were preserved from the errors that 
appear in other books. Thus the re- 
sulting book, the Bible, is in all its 
parts the very Word of God, completely 
true in what it says regarding matters 
of fact and completely authoritative in 
its contents” (J. G. Machen). 

In accordance with the principle that 
every article of faith should be used as 
a guide for Christian living, the be- 


liever reads the Bible constantly and _ 


reverently, depending upon the Holy 
Spirit for enlightenment; memorizes as 
much of it as is possible; teaches it to 
his family and friends; aids in its cir- 
culation; insists that it be the basis of 
all worship and service; makes it the 
final testing ground of doctrine. 


) 
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Lesson for February 1 


CHRIST AND THE SCRIPTURES 


Were one to read the four Gospels for 
the first time, he would soon observe 
that the Lord Jesus Christ, the subject 
of these books, frequently quotes from 
or refers to the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures. To a sincere seeker for truth, 
the learned, religious, venerable Nico- 
demus, our Lord earnestly explained 
the way of life. In so doing He used 
the Old Testament. “And as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
even so must the Son of man be lifted 
up: that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have eternal 
life” (John 3:14, 15). One Sabbath Day 
the Lord Jesus explained to His amazed 
fellow townsmen His mission of grace. 
Upon this occasion He used a passage 
from the well-known prophecy of Isa- 
iah: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
me, because he hath anointed me to 
preach the gospel to the poor; he hath 
sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to 
preach deliverance to the captives, and 
recovering of.sight to the blind, to set 
at ‘liberty them that are bruised, to 
preach the acceptable year of the Lord” 
(Luke 4:16-22). In His Sermon on 
the Mount, the infallible Teacher ex- 
pounded the original meaning of God’s 
law to a people who for centuries had 
been guided by mere human tradition 
and interpretations concerning it (Matt. 
5:17, 21, 27, 33, 43). In the dark and hu- 
miliating hours of His threefold temp- 
tation by Satan, the sinless Son of God 
thrice rebuked the tempter by quoting 


,Old Testament passages (Matt. 4:4, 7, 


10), During the afternoon of the resur- 
rection day, the victorious Christ taught 
the two disciples on the Emmaus road 
the truth that the Christ must first suf- 
fer, and then enter into His glory. In 
unfolding this truth He opened to them 
the Scriptures. “And beginning at 
Moses and all the prophets, he ex- 
pounded unto them in all the scriptures 
the things concerning himself” (Luke 
24: 25-27). 

The Lord Jesus accepted the Old 
Testament—the same Old Testament 
that we now possess—as authoritative 
and infallible. To Him the Scriptures 
were inviolable, for He said without 
reservation or exception, “The scripture 
cannot be broken” (John 10:35). 
Happy and effective is the Christian 
who takes the same high and reverent 
view of the plenary inspiration of the 
Scriptures that the Lord Jesus Christ 
maintained! 


PRESERVATION OF TRUTH 

We believe that God’s inspiration was 
restricted to the writers of the Biblical 
books, that only the original books as 
they came from the pens of the chosen 
writers were produced with “that su- 
pernatural impulsion and guidance of 
the Holy Spirit which we call inspira- 
tion.” However, it is most fascinating 
and helpful to study the manner in 
which the Bible has been transmitted 
from the original books to modern 
versions. In such a study we see that 
the same God who produced the Bible 
through human writers, who were kept 
from error by supernatural inspiration, 
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has not left its transmission to chance 
but has given us amazingly accurate 
versions of the original books. 

Prior to the invention of printing, the 
Bible was copied by hand, and, as the 
copyists were fallible human beings, 
mistakes were made. Moreover, mod- 
ern versions of the Bible contain a few 
inaccuracies in translation. Neverthe- 
less, no truth essential to salvation or 
to the person and work of the Saviour 
is obscured by these errors. Any blem- 
ish in a new translation will be imme- 
diately spotted and made known to the 
public. The truth contained in our 
newest Chinese Union -Version is ex- 
actly the same as in the early, and per- 
haps crude, translation of Morrison and 
Milne. Our present-day English ver- 
sions do not differ in content from the 
first printed English Bible. We can go 
back through the great codices of the 
fourth century (Codex Sinaiticus, Co- 
dex Vaticanus, Codex Alexandrinus) to 
the quotations from the Scriptures by 
the Church Fathers of the third cen- 
tury, and from them back to second 
century versions. Every book in our 
Bible today in spite of errors of copyists 
and the inaccuracies of translators is 
essentially the same as it was when it 
came from the pen of the sacred writer. 
Benjamin B. Warfield, who made a 
thorough study of this problem, says 
in the introduction of his book, “Textual 
Criticism of the New Testament,” “The 
great mass of the New Testament has 
been transmitted to us with no, or next 
to no, variation.” God has not allowed 
a single article of faith or essential 
moral precept to be either perverted 
or lost. With this confidence let us re- 
peatedly go to the Bible for the solution 
of every spiritual problem that may 
arise—for it is the infallible Word of 
God. 


PROGRESSIVE REVELATION 

“God, who at sundry times and in 
divers manners spake in time past unto 
the fathers by the prophets, hath in 
these last days spoken unto us by his 
Son” (Heb. 1:1, 2). “Out of Zion, the 
perfection of beauty, God hath shined” 
(Psa. 50:2). 

There is evidence that God revealed 
ordinances, laws, and truth to Adam 
and Eve during their state of innocency. 
In the centuries that followed the dis- 
obedience of our first parents, fallen 
man, as he increased in evil imagina- 
tions .and sinful deeds, neglected the 
Word of God, and to most people it 
ceased to exist. To Abraham and his 
descendants, the Hebrew race, God’s 
Word came as a great light from 
Heaven. Through His prophets God 
spoke according to the ability of the 
people to understand, and according to 
their need. Some precepts were for a 
temporary period; certain divinely ap- 
pointed rites were given to foreshadow 
the coming and the work of the Re- 
deemer. To a number of regenerated 
men and women in the Old Testament 
times was granted a ‘keen understan: 
ing of ‘God’s truth (Job 19:25; 23:12; 
John 8:56; Psa. 32:1, 2). 


The climax of God’s revelation came’ 
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with the Incarnation. This revelation 
in all its glorious fullness was mani- 
fested by the Lord Jesus, and this great 
light has been preserved in the New 
Testament Scriptures. It is interesting 
to notice, by the way, that truth given 
at the time of man’s creation has been 
revealed afresh in the New Testament 
(Mark 2:27; Eph. 5:31). . Professor John 
Murray of Westminster Seminary -has 
given us an excellent. summary of this 
aspect of revelation. “Revelation,” he 
says, “is to be regarded as the disclosure 
to man on the part of God of his mind 
and will; and progressive revelation 
means that revelation has a history of 


‘increasing and accumulating disclosure 


until it reaches its finale in the mani- 
festation of the Son of God and the 
inscripturation embodied in the com- 
pleted New Testament canon. — Scrip- 
ture is the pérmanent deposit of that 
process of revelation” (“Principles of | 
Conduct,” p. 8). 

As the Bible.is a supernatural book, , 
produced by the Almighty God, we are 
unable to understand it to perfection. 
Our finite minds are perplexed over 
many passages. This principle of the 
progress of revelation, however, will 
solve many a difficulty in the study of 
the Old Testament. W. H. Griffith 
Thomas has helpfully said: “It will pre- 
vent us, on the one hand, from under- 
valuing the Old Testament by reason 
of our further light from the New Testa- 
ment; on the other hand, it will pre- 
vent us from using the Old Testament 
in any of its stages without guidance 
from the complete revelation of Christ.” 

Unceasingly we should thank God , 
for His infallible Word, a complete and 
final revelation. We understand it only 
partially, it is true, but daily we can 
expect the Holy Spirit to illuminate 
that part which we are reading. Es- 
pecially we may expect Him to give us 
greater comprehension of the person 
and work of Christ. The Lord Jesus 
promised, “Howbeit when he, the Spirit 
of truth, is come, he will guide you into 
all truth: for he shall not speak of him- 
self; but whatsoever he shall hear, that 
shall he speak: and he will shew you 
things to come. He shall glorify me: 
for he.shall receive of mine, and shall 
shew it unto you” (John 16:13, 14). 


Near the end of a long life wholly de- 
voted to a reverent and scholarly study 
of the Word of God, Bishop Brooke Foss 
Westcott wrote: “The promise of the 
text [that given above] was not ad- 
dressed to the Apostles only. It is for 
all the Church through all time. ' The 
treasures of Christ are immeasurable; 
and now one, now another is brought 
forth, and through the satisfaction of 
successive wants we come to feel more 
truly the splendour of our inheritance. 
Nothing is added to that which has 
from the first been included in the faith 
delivered to the saints; but all experi- 
ence, all thought, all questioning of 
nature, all observation of life, tend to 
show more of the significance of its con- 
tents. The indwelling, the actiwity of 
the Holy Spirit is the, life of the Church; 
and while the ages go forward the 
Spirit takes- of that which is Christ’s 
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and declares it unto us. He takes of 
that which is Christ’s, and as we deci- 
pher His message, we discern with 
growing apprehension, though it be only 
\ through a mirror, in a riddle, though it 
be of necessity through the surrender 
of our own preconception, the meaning 
of the Incarnation” (“Lessons from 
Work,” p. 98). 
The greatest possible moment in our 
existence will come when we see the 
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Lord Jesus face to face, in all the maj- 
esty of His deity, and in the perfections 
of His glorified humanity. In the mean- 
time, let all who are the recipients of 
His love and grace determine not to 
allow a-day to pass without letting the 
Holy Spirit give us through the Scrip- 
tures of truth a new and fresh glimpse 
of the Lord of Glory. 


ToKyYoO, JAPAN. 


Il. Daring the Impossible 


How Dr. Trumbull began to make the Times so widely known 


By PHILIP E. HOWARD, Sr. 


This is the concluding part of extracts taken from Chapters XVII, 
XVIII, and XIX of “The Life Story of Henry Clay Trumbull,” by Philip 
E. Howard, Sr., published by the Times in 1905 and now out of print. 


N SIMPLE faith [Henry Clay] Trum- 

bull pressed on to discover what 
God’s will might »be, in the direction 
of a plan that would lift THe Sunpay 
Scuoo. Trm_es into the greatest prom- 
inence, within the limits of its proper 
field. The whole country was keenly 
interested in the Centennial Exposition. 
Was there a right way in which that in- 
terest could be linked with THe SunpbAy 
ScHoot Tirmes?. If so, what was the 
most striking, the most widely impres- 
sive, contribution that the paper could 
make to this national occasion? 

Trumbull believed in the good Anglo- 
Saxon doctrine of attempting the ut- 
most, whether the thing looked feasible 
or not. It was the thing that couldn’t 
be done which he had so often found 
God ready to do. Accordingly he 
sought, directly and through friends in 
Washington, a Centennial message from 
President Grant, an address from Gen- 
eral’ Hawley, and a letter: from Sir 
Charles Reed, chairman of the Sunday 
School Union of England and Wales, 
who was the British representative at 
the Exposition. 

Presidents of the United States have 
not, while in office, paid much atten- 
tion to writing for religious or any 
other papers, but President Grant was 
moved to do what the chaplain-editor 
asked him to do, as were the others to 
whom requests were sent. The Presi- 
dent’s message was copied throughout 
_ the United States by papers of every 

sort, as having appeared in THE Sun- 
DAY Schoo. Times. Portions of that 
message, as printed in the issue of 
June -17, 1876, and as given here in full, 
have been quoted perhaps as widely 
as some of Grant’s most famous wartime 
utterances: 


To the Editor of The Sunday ‘School 

Times, Philadelphia: 

Your ‘favor of yesterday, asking a 
message from me to the children and 
youth of the United States, to accom- 
pany your Centennial number, is this 
moment received. 

My advice to Sunday schools, no 
matter what their denomination, is: 
Hold fast to the Bible as the sheet- 
anchor of your liberties; write its 


precepts in your hearts, and PRAC- 
TISE THEM IN YOUR LIVES. 

To the influence of this book are 
we indebted for all the progress made 
in true civilization, and. to this we 
raust look as our guide in the future. 

“Righteousness exalteth a nation: 
but sin is a reproach to any people.” 

e Yours respectfully, 
U. S. Granrt.- 


That one issue was enough to give a 
new dignity to THe Sunpay ScHOoOoL 
Trm_Es in the public mind, and to set in 
motion the influences which led to an 
early upward tendency in the circu- 
lation. 

There was no time lost in taking ad- 
vantage of that tendency. The lesson 
department was enlarged to include 
regularly such men as Professor C. H. 
Toy, then of the Southern Baptist The- 
ological Seminary; Professor A. C. 
Kendrick of the University of Rochester, 
a member of the Bible Revision Com- 
mittee; and Professor Austin Phelps of 
Andover Theological Seminary, with 
many others of like prominence as oc- 
casional contributors. 





Mr. Trumbull and his young associate, - 


John D. Wattles, were most “impracti- 
cal.” In 1878 they bought THE SuNnbDAyY 
ScHoo. Times from Mr. Wanamaker, 
who had owned and published it at a 
great expense to himself. None of these 
men held the dollar so close as to 
eclipse the ideals they had set up. 

“IT saw a great man in Henry Clay 
Trumbul® the first time I met him,” 
writes Mr. Wanamaker. “I had just 
climbed over the boyhood boundary, 
and found in him the hero and fast 
friend I was looking for. We were to- 
gether in the first great national Sun- 
day school convention at Jayne’s Hall, 
with George H. Stuart, John H. Vincent, 
now the bishop, and the younger Tyng. 
Trumbull’s tall form, and strong face, 
already marked with deep lines; eagle 
eyes, alert spirit, and good sense always 
and unanimously elected him captain. 
Any one could see and feel that he was 
a Christian all through. His look and 
step always plainly said: ‘Wist ye not 
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that I must be about my Father’s bus- | 


iness?’ ‘I must work the works of 
him that sent me.’ 

“Soon after the war THE SuNDAY 
ScHoo. Times, established by the Amer- 
ican Sunday-School Union, and edited 
by Prof. John S. Hart, of the Central 
High School, was transferred to private 
publishers. 

“It finally fell into my hands more 
dead than alive,-and I undertook its 
publication as a religious duty. 

“Without thinking much about it, I 
actually felt at that time that inasmuch 
as my object in publishing it was not 
for personal gain, but solely to assist 
the work of the church in developing 
the Sunday school, that it was sure to 
prosper. 

“This blindness lasted for more than 
three years, when I woke up to the 
fact that religious work, whatever its 


_form, to be successful required the ex- 


ercise of precisely the same talents as 
secular business. ; 

“I immediately wrote for Mr. Trum- 
bull to come, and it was he who kindled 
the light in the dark lamp whose Chris- 
tian endeavor had been without any 
burn to it. 

“Mr. Trumbull came to Philadelphia, 
and walked me round and round for a 
month to see whether it was likely that 
I would be able to stand up under the 
large undertaking I wanted him to as- 
sist with. 

“His conclusion to come to Philadel- 
phia brought along John D. Wattles, and 
we three wrought steadily upon the 
new foundations of THE SunDAY SCHOOL 
TIMEs, upon which.its great structure of 
usefulness is built. For years I came 
in almost daily contact with Mr. Trum- 
bull—Sundays as well as weekdays, for 
he and Mr. Wattles came regularly to 
Bethany and taught classes until they 
settled in the Walnut Street Presby- 
teriah Church. Giving up the owner- 
ship of the Trvs entirely to them did 
not separate us; on the contrary, Mr. 
Trumbull constantly declared that no 
man could do his best work without 
some other man close to him to hold on 
to. To be yokefellow to the man who 
carried in his -heart that great book 
‘Friendship’ [out of print] was a great 
privilege. It enabled me to sometimes 
touch his life in perplexities, and at 
times of ill health with comfort and 
relief, notably once when he charged 
me with driving him off to the Holy. 
Land. He always said that his ‘Kadesh- 
barnea’1 was my doing. 

“The momentum of Mr. Trumbull’s 
life was felt throughout the world. 

“Each number of THE SunpAY SCHOOL 


‘ 'Trmes added to the boxes of tools he 


supplied for Bible students and Sunday © 
school workers up to the time of his 
departure. 

“He was absolutely tireless in his 
work. His mind was a_seven-days’ 
loom, never stopping until the Master 
broke the long brittle thread. Such a 
man as he could never, be tired, for — 
those who knew him well saw'a form 


1 Dr. Trumbull discovered what he was con- 
vinced was the site of Kadesh-barnea and 


wrote a book about it, which is out of print. i 
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like unto the Son of God standing up 


within him moving him on and halting 


him betimes as the column of cloud 
and fire guided God’s children of old. 

“The Devil had a more difficult time 
in carrying out his purposes whenever 
Mr. Trumbull came upon the scene. He 
knew when to be silent as well as to 
speak, and his silences often swayed 


“men who calmed under his eyes that 


seemed to say, ‘If I were you I would 
be more gentle.’ So well proportioned 
was he, and in such perfect balance, 


that he could fairly be taken for the 


expression of God’s square man unfold- 
ing, day by day, God’s way of life to 
man. No one ever found him sitting 
in mental twilight, nor did his mind 
become twisted and tangled or suf- 
fer eclipse. Like an eagle his soul 
stretched its wings in the sunlight, 
where he caught the whole horizon of 
highest duty and noblest endeavor, not 
only for himself but for those to whom 
his words were also heavenly inspira- 
tions. : 

“To my eyes there is not a blur on 
the memory coin I have of Henry Clay 
Trumbull.” 





John Wattles, hardly more than a 
fair-faced boy, whose expressive brown 
eyes and charming smile, and agile, 
well-knit frame, singled him out as 
noteworthy even in the passing crowd, 
was gentleness and courtesy and frank 
good nature inwardly and outwardly. 
But underneath his delicacy of touch, 
and his irresistible personal magnetism, 
there was a moral rigidity, an intel- 
lectual drive and cogency, a will to do 
and to dare that made no compromise 
with conditions, within or without. 
Wattles made conditions. For example, 
he set up certain advertising rates 
which he would allow no one to upset, 
and that stand was by no means a 
common one in his day. In business 
matters of every sort Wattles stood for 
righteousness first, and for “success” 
as a purely secondary matter. 





Beneath the glamor of such occasions 
as this there was keen mental distress 
for Mr. Trumbull. He found in the oc~ 
casion itself an exhilaration which was 
wholly in accord with his temperament, 
but he never approached the hour 
of public address without suffering 
severely. When one of his friends ex- 
pressed surprise that this should be so 
with him, after his years of platform 
experience, he exclaimed: 

“Well, some one has got to suffer— 
either the man before he speaks, or the 
audience while he is speaking!” 

There is a truth just here that will 
be admitted at least by audiences. 
Trumbull meant literally what he said. 
He abhorred careless preparation; he 
believed it dishonest and unfair to 
waste the time of‘ an audience with 
material over which he had spent scant 
time or thought. For days before a 
Wednesday evening prayer meeting he 
would turn the announced subject over 
in his mind, make notes about it on the 
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back of envelopes such as he might 
have in his-pocket, talk about the theme 
with friend and neighbor, and when he 
used five minutes of the prayer meeting 
time, his hearers, uplifted by his heart- 
searching, epigrammatic little — talks, 
would wonder how it was that Mr. 
Trumbull, on the spur of the moment, 
could get out of a subject precisely 
the truth that would most fully satisfy 
a hungering soul. If anyone sought 
from him the secret of this ability, he 
would vigorously deny that he had 
any, and then might ensue a brief, 
emphatic, and unforgettable disserta- 
tion on the place of downright hard 
work as a habit worth learning. 

For his own writing in THe SunDAY 
Scuoo, Trmes Mr. Trumbull set sharply 
defined limitations of method. The 
brief paragraphs on the first page began 
to take on a distinctive character under 
his touch. They were at first written 
out with no uncommon plan. But as he 
became more familiar with editorial 
problems, he devised what became and 
continues to be a definite framework, 
to which the concise, paragraphie edi- 
torials must conform: first, a statement 
of a truth, then its illustration, and 
finally its application to life and char- 
acter. There was endless variety of 
subjects, but not of form. 

When one of his intimate friends pro- 
tested that THE Sunpay ScHoo.t TIMES 
was too narrow a field for Mr. Trumbull, 
he flashed out his notion of that narrow 
field with: 

“Narrow? Why, the field of THE 
Sunpay ScHoo., Times is as broad as the 
Bible and human character. That’s a 
big enough field for any man!” 

On the other hand, he was intolerant 
of easy breadth and spontaneity when 
it came to the way in which the mind 
should be reached by a truth from that 
wide field. One of his helpers brought 
to him a batch of editorial paragraphs 
or notes. He hated “batches” of edi- 
torials even as he shuddered over some 
of the collections of “poems” sent in by 
unwise contributors. 

“Here are some notes I have just 
dashed off,” said his helper as he laid 
them nonchalantly on the Editor’s desk, 
and left the room. 

Trumbull read the notes through, 
with rising impatience... They were al- 
together impossible. As he said later, 
in telling of the incident: 

“He told me they were just ‘dashed 
off,’ so I just dashed ’em off—into the 
wastebasket!” 

Whatever convictions the Editor had 
were positive. He read aloud to his 
editorial assistants and to others every- 
thing he wrote, getting the views of 
others, feeling as with the most delicate 
mental antennae the impression that 
his words and sentences made on those 


-about him. He was remarkably ame- 


nable to suggestion, but closely critical 
and boldly unconventional in the results 
he utilized. Dr. W. H. Geistweit, then 
in charge of the Towes composing room, 
and later the editor of Service, the or- 
gan of the Baptist Young Peoples 
Union; wrote of him: 

“He was tenacious of his opinions, 
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. as is natural in the case of such a 
man. On one occasion, I went to him 
and told him that a certain word he 
used was not in the dictionary: He 
smiled in a quizzical way, and pulled 
at his long, scrawny beard, as his cus- 
tom was, and said: 

“‘Well, what is the dictionary, any- 
how? That word ought to be there!’ 

“And the word was left in ‘the copy. 
He was the most painstaking writer I 
ever knew.” 

On the longer editorials Mr. Trumbull 
did his most taxing work. He would 
get the title first, a clear, succinct, 
sometimes paradoxical title that would 
arouse curiosity, or instant antagonism, 
or in itself stand as an epitome of a 
great life truth. He would always write 
the editorial within the day, giving it 
the right of way for the time being. 
It was the one form of work in which 
he wished not to be interrupted. The 
forging of one link after another in the 
chain of his thought could be accom- 
plished only by the most “— attention 
to his theme. 





x 


A Fine Tour for 
Times Readers and Friends 





LASKA cruises are wonderful in 
the summer, as many, SUNDAY 
ScHoo.t Trmes readers will testify. An- 
other Christian Fellowship Tour is be- 
ing arranged for 1959. The travelers 
will enjoy the relaxation and peace of . 
a sea voyage through majestic moun- 
tain canyons, on placid waters of the 
impressive Inside Passage. Resting 
comfortably from care and_ stress, in 
degk chairs, they will watch the glori- 
ous scenery on both sides of the ship. 
Mountain peaks, wooded islands, water- 
falls, and lovely fiords pass in review; 
and quaint villages, fishing boats, por- 
poises, and even whales may be close 
enough to photograph. The ship stops 
at interesting ports such as Prince Ru- 
pert, Ketchikan, and Juneau, ‘before 
docking at Skagway. . 
Out from Skagway, the party will 


‘enjoy a very unusual train ride of 


sixty-seven miles to Carcross in the 
Yukon. The railroad skirts many snow- 
capped mountains,.and each turn of the 
ride brings into view a scene that sur- 
passes the previous ohes. The views 
on this ride are stupendous, and es- 
pecially so for those who know Him - 
who is the Creator, for their hearts 
will be lifted anew with overwhelming 
praise and, thankfulness. Stops at 
Banff, Lake Louise, Victoria, B. C., 
Seattle; Mt. Rainier, Mt. Hood, and 
Portland add much to the pleasure of 
the tour. 

(Continued on page 64) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





ELIGIOUS Statistics for Japan.—A 
R recent issue of the Missionary 

Broadcaster carries an excellent 
statistical summary of the current reli- 
gious affiliations of millions of people 
living in Japan. I should like to place 
this valuable summary (condensed from 
an article, “Statistical Survey,” in Japan 
Harvest) before readers of these col- 
umns exactly as it appears in this well- 
informed missionary journal. 

“On January 1, 1958, Japan had 91 
million people. Tokyo (8,500,000 pop- 
ulation) was acclaimed the world’s 
largest city. Japan’s total land area 
equals that of Montana, which has only 
500,000 people. — 

“Religious affiliations: Buddhists. In 
the 170 Buddhist sects, 128,763 priests 
preside over 90,210 temples, where 
42,573,444 Buddhists worship. 

“Shintoists. In the two main. divi- 
sions of Shintoism, there are 142 sects 
with 192,199 priests in charge of 115,926 
shrines. They minister to an estimated 
89,232,642 Japanese Shintoists. Since a 
Japanese may belong to several re- 
ligions at the same time without any 
apparent contradiction, there is some 
overlapping of figures. 

“Roman Catholics. Official figures of 
the Romar Catholic Church reveal that 
there are 227,063 Japanese Catholics 
meeting in 671 churches, with 1,088 
foreign priests and nuns, assisted by 
300 Japanese workers. 

“New Religions. A post-war phenom- 
enon. is the number of new religions 
which have sprung up. In 1956, there 
were 377 different denominations incor- 
porated under the Ministry of Edu- 
cation. An unofficial survey revealed 
that there were at least 120 new re- 
ligions, which had about 17,500 teachers 
officiating at 12,000 meeting places. The 
new religions, which are said to have 1] 
million adherents, are usually an amal- 
gamation of Buddhism, faith-healing 
Shintoism, Christianity, and Confucian- 
ism. 

“Protestants. The United Church 
(Kyodan) and the National Christian 
Council have 318 missionaries working 
under the Inter-Board Committee. Sta- 
tistics indicate that the United Church 
has 1,446 Japanese ministers serving 
172,166 baptized believers in 1,217 
churches. 

“Counted as ‘Conservatives’ or ‘evan- 
gelicals’ are 1,597 missionaries, most of 
whom are associated with the Evan- 
gelical Missionary Association of Japan. 
They represent some 102,000 Evangeli- 
cal believers, meeting in 1,700 churches, 
presided over by 1,791 licensed or or- 
dained ministers. 
mate of uncounted adherents (seekers 
and/or believers meeting in mission- 
aries’ Bible classes, English classes, and 
unorganized church groups) places the 
number at 101,000, in addition to the 
believers listed above. The total Prot- 


A conservative esti- ' 


estant membership is officially listed 
at 375,166. However, a more realistic 
number may be nearer 400,000.” 

Man’s “Desperately Wicked” Heart.— 
The Book of Genesis is truly in many 
ways “the book of beginnings.”” The 
deep sins of the human race, for ex- 
ample, are revealed in this book re- 
cording the earliest civilizations. I was 
especially impressed with this fact dur- 
ing the past week, when reading two 
radically different papers. 

Dr. Philip Siekevitz, a distinguished 
biochemist, writing on “The: Man of the 
Future,” in the Nation for September 
13, concludes his remarks with the fol- 
lowing paragraph: “Theologians will 
protest, but it is certainty itself that 
man will play God. For if man’s ‘brain 
can conceive of a God, it can conceive 
of the workings of this God. And if 
we have: this most miraculous of the in- 
struments of the universe, why should 
we not use it? Then, like the God of 
the theologians, it becomes essential 
that man should have a purpose in 
mind—a concept of the future to give 
meaning to his fateful moves.” 

This, it seems to me, is but an echo 
of the. words of Satan as he tempted 
Eve into disobeying the explicit com- 
mand of God, “Ye shall be as gods” 
(Gen. 3:5; see also Isa. 14:14). It is 
this blasphémous claim that will char- 
acterize Antichrist at the end of this 
age, when, sitting in the temple of God, 
he will set, himself forth as God (2 
Thess. 2:4). 

In the Church Times, the widely read 
Anglican paper published in London, I 
came upon a.report of the annual con- 
ference of the Church of England Men’s 
Society, held at Southampton, at which 
a powerful indictment was made by 
tlie Archbishop of Wales, the Most Rev- 
erend Edwin Morris, of the findings of 
the Wolfeden Commission on Homo- 
sexuality. Those who know of this re- 
port will recall that this document, 
proceeding from a Commission in the 
Church of England, practically urges 
that homosexual conduct in private be 
accepted as an inevitable practice, and 
not be condemned. The Bishop de- 
clared, “All this is dreadful evidence 
of a low moral tone and a grievous 
lack of recognition of the overriding 
claims of the community. Is it just a 
coincidence that these evils have fol- 
lowed so closely upon the heels of a 
general weakening of Christian belief 
and a lack of public worship? Are we 
reaping the harvest of the long domi- 
nance of purely secular education in our 
schools and universities? Is not the 
Church Catechism relevant to the sit- 
uation? Might it not make a big dif- 


ference if the duty towards God and 
the duty towards one’s neighbors were 
taught in all our schools?” 

The same issue -carries the report of - 
‘an address by Sir Hartley Shawcross, 


By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 


a former president of the Board of 
Trade of London, who in addressing the 
annual meeting of the Public Morality 
Council in London, said: “If you asked 
me why boys go wrong, I would answer, 
Because they are not brought up right. 
That may be an oversimplification, but 
overanalysis leads nowhere. As an im- 


mediate cause, it would be true to say ~ 


that having too much rather than too 
little money nowadays leads youth to 
crime. The main reason which is lead- 
ing to increased juvenile delinquency 
is the failure of parents to give their 
children the love and discipline, the 
deprivation of which leaves children 


-unequipped to cope with the problems 


of independent life. The child has not 
been trained to be loyal to his family 
and to society, and still less to.his God.” 

The Rev. John J. Oliveira’s Home- 
going.—On October 2, the Rev. John J. 
Oliveira, the outstanding Protestant 
missionary to Portugal of our genera- 
tion, passed away in Lisbon, at the age 
of seventy-five. Mr. Oliveira was born 
in a mountain village of Portugal, ‘in a 
family of seven children. When eleven 
years of age, he left home for Brazil, for 
the purpose of making a fortune. In- 
stead, he became involved with a rough 
crowd, which could have ruined his 
life. At the age of sixteen, however, 
he overheard some Gospel singing in a 
meeting, and through this was brought 
to accept Christ as his Saviour. He 
came to America and graduated from 
Baylor University and Southwestern 
Baptist Seminary. Before sailing for 
Brazil, he visited his mother in Portu- 
gal, and was persuaded by some be- 
lieving laymen to take up work in his 
native land. He and his wife . evan- 
gelized and organized churches in 
Portugal for the next twenty years, and 
then came to New England to work 
among Portuguese-speaking people. 

In 1944, at the age of sixty-three, Mr. 
Oliveira.was asked to return to Portu- 
gal by the Conservative Baptist Foreign 
Mission Society, and at that time. he 
laid the foundation for the Leiria ,Sem- 
inary, to train native pastors. Perhaps 
to no other one man does the present 
condition of evangelical work in Portu- 
gal owe so much. 

International Bible Quiz.—Many news- 
papers have given considerable space 
to reports from the International 
Bible Quiz held in Jerusalem this past 
summer, and to Mr. Amos Hakham, a 
thirty-year-old clerk of Jerusalem who 
won in the finals over fourteen other 
contestants from thirteen countries, and 
moved from comparative obscurity to 
international fame within a few days. 
The final contest lasted four hours. I 
must admit that I would have missed 
the following question asked of the first 
contestant, Mr. Raul Maya of Colum- 
bia: “Who used an absorbent hygro- 

(Continued on page 64) 
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LESSON 5. FEB. 1. JESUS QUESTIONED ABOUT THE. TRIBUTE 


Luke 20: 19-26; printed text, same 


Golden Text.—Render therefore unto Caesar the things which be Caesar's, and unto 
God the things which be God’s.—Luke 20:25 


. THE Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Luke 20:19 And the chief priests and the scribes the same 
hour sought to lay hands on him; and they feared the people: 
for they perceived that he had spoken this parable against 


them. 


20 And they watched him, and sent forth spies, which 
should feign themselves just’ men, that they might take hold 
of his words, that so they might deliver him unto the power 


and authority of the governor. 


21 And they asked him, saying, Master, we know that thou 


23 But he perceived their craftiness, and said unto them, 
Why tempt ye me? ; 

24 Shew me a penny. Whose image and superscription 
hath it? .They answered and said, Caesar’s. 


25 And he said unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar 


be God’s. 


the things which be Caesar’s, and unto God the things which 


26 And they could not take hold of his words before the 


people: and they marvelled at his answer, and held their 


peace. 


sayest and teachest rightly, neither acceptest thou the per- 


son of any, but teachest the way of God truly: 
22 Is it lawful for us to give tribute unto Caesar, or no? 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE query concerning the payment 
Ts tribute to Caesar is the first in 

a series of three questions put to 
Christ by His religious opponents. It 
is a vicious, cunning effort to ensnare 
Him. It is in the area of political 
affairs. The second query is doctrinal 
(Luke 20: 27138) ; the third relates to 
ethics (Matt. 22:34-40). Surely, it was 
felt, in one of these three spheres our 
Lord would err and incriminate Him- 
self. Surely He would offend the gov- 
ernmental authorities, or the people, 
or His God! 

The conversation took place on Tues- 
day of Holy Week. Events were rush- 
ing to the momentous climax of Cal- 
vary. In a relatively few hours the 
Messiah would be crucified. This was 
a final effort to secure from His own 
lips a reason for condemning Him to 
death. 

Do not be deceived by the: apparent 
sincerity of our Lord’s questioners. The 
poison of asps was in their words. They 
were inwardly frustrated, foiled, and 
furious. No matter how the Saviour 


answered they were ready to twist His 


words to their own advantage and to 
misinterpret His reply to the people. 
His “Render therefore unto Caesar, the 
things which be. Caesar’s” (Luke 20: 
25) was direct and unassailable. But 
the chief priests and scribes reversed 
its obvious meaning and relayed their 
lies to the rabble. Hence the multitude 
raised no objection when the accusation 
was made before Pilate: “We found 
this fellow perverting the nation, and 
forbidding to give tribute to Caesar...” 
(Luke 23:2). 

But the wrath of man often brings 
praise to God. The baited question, 
intended to destroy the Son of God, 


, furnished Him with a reason for pro- 


claiming an eternal principle to govern 
the political and spiritual conduct of 
believers through the centuries. 


x s % BY 


Verse by Verse 

Luke 20:19—“The chief priests and 
the scribes . . . sought to lay hands:‘on 
him ... they feared the people: for 
they perceived that he had spoken this 
parable against them.” The parable 
(Luke 20:9-18) revealed the wicked- 
ness of the “husbandmen” and their 
certain doom. Our Lord’s enemies 
properly applied the words to them- 
selves. The tension in the hearts of the 
chief priests and scribes was mounting. 
Their deadly hatred of Christ was held 
in temporary check by fear of the peo- 
ple. 

Verse 20.—“They watched him... 
sent forth spies . . . that they might 
take hold of his words . . . deliver him 
unto the power and authority of the 
governor.” Cunning, replaces force. 
“Spies” implies men waiting in ambush. 
The Saviour’s foes decide to lay a trap 
and allow Him to ensnare Himself. 
Their goal is to allow Him to incrim- 
inate Himself politically that the power 
(“rule”) of Rome might be exercised 
against Him. 

Verse 21—“They asked him 
Master, we know that thou sayest and 
teachest rightly, neither acceptest thou 
the person of any...” Their flattery 
was motivated: perhaps Christ would 
preen Himself into making unwise state- 
ments. It also revealed their sheer 
hypocrisy (see Matt. 22:18): if they 
really believed their own statements, 
why did they not accept the Lord as 
‘their Messiah? 


Verse 22.—“Is it lawful for us to give 
tribute unto Caesar, or no?” The 
“tribute” was a poll tax, a denarius 
each, laid upon the entire population. 
It was particularly offensive to the 
Jews as being a direct and oft-recurring 
evidence of their submission to Rome. 
“Caesar” was the Roman emperor, rep- 
resenting, of course, the Roman state. 


Verse 23.— 
iness, and said . 


“He perceived their craft- 
. Why tempt. ye me?” 


Christ knew that they sought to put . 


Him squarely on the horns of a di- 
lemma. If he said, “Pay the tax,” 
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the Inter- 
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many Jews would be offended. If He 
said, “Refuse,” the Roman authorities 
would regard Him as a revolutionary. 
To “tempt” is to “put to the test.” 

Verse 24.—“Shew me a penny. Whose 
image and superscription hath it? They 
answered ... Caesar’s.” The “penny” 
was a denarius, a Roman coin worth 
several American cents. The figure of 
Tiberius Caesar was engraven on it. 
“Superscription” is better “inscription.” 
Christ*answered question with question. 
The admission that Caesar’s seal was 
on the coin partially answered the 
Pharisees’ question. The money orig- 
inally belonged to him; obviously he 
was the lawful ruler of the territory 
in which it was in circulation. 

Verse 25.—“He said . . . Render there- 
fore unto Caesar the things which be 
Caesar’s, and unto God the _ things 
which be God’s.” This statement is 
classic. “Therefore” is important; it 


refers to the presence of the imperial _ 


image and inscription on the coin. 
“And” is the crucial word. Our Lord’s 
opponents sought to force Him into an 
“either-or” choice. He replied with a 
“both-and”: man has a duty both to 
God and the state. The “things” have 
a wider connotation than the mere 
paying of taxes to government, or tithes 
to God. 

Verse 26—“They could not take hold 
of his words before the people . . . they 
marvelled ... and held their peace.” 
Christ’s foes were silenced for the time 
being by (1) His irrefutable logic; (2) 
His obvious wisdom; (3) the presence 
of the people who might readily lend 
Him their support. 

The Heart of the Lesson 

Our Lord’s antagonists sought to force 
Him into a dilemma. If He attacked 
the payment of tribute, the Roman 
authorities might arrest Him. If He 
advocated it, extreme Jewish national- 
ists—for the spirit of revolt against 
Rome was already mounting—would 
repudiate Him. If He remained silent, 
He would demonstrate His cowardice; 
popular enthusiasm for Him would die. 
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But His reply gave the priests and 
scribes more than they had bargained 
for. He* knew the wicked deceitful- 
ness of their hearts. He forced them 
to acknowledge that Caesar was in 
fact lord of the land—his coins ad- 
vertised the cold reality of his lordship 
over Palestine. If they enjoyed the 
rights afforded by Rome and the privi- 
leges of protection, security, and peace, 
obviously they had political duties to- 
ward the state. 

But the Lord Jesus refused to pro- 
claim a disjunction between a person’s 
civic and religious responsibilities. His 
foes wanted Him to answer with an 
“either-or” and thus to condemn Him- 
self. He replied with an all-embracive 

. “both-and,” and thus’ temporarily 
routed His opposition. 

The believer in Christ is a citizen of 
two realms. As a loyal member of the 
state, enjoying the blessings of govern- 
ment, he will perform his civic duties 
conscientiously and faithfully. God has 
ordained human government. Far from 
‘despising or resenting political author- 
ity, the child of God récognizes it as a 
divinely appointed institution. 

. But the believer is first and foremost 
a citizen of the Kingdom of God. To 
be sure, he will render to Caesar that 
which rightfully belongs to Caesar. But 
his primary concern is to be loyal in all 
‘ things to his God. The “all things” in- 
clude not only tithes and offerings will- 
ingly given to his Heavenly Father, 
but spiritual obligations of repéfitance, 
faith, worship, testimony, and service. 

Christ is not asserting a parallelism 
between civic and religious duties. He 
is not saying, “All responsibilities may 
be subdivided into two equal parts, 
civic and religious.” No, indeed! The 
Christian’s duty to God embraces and 
includes his duty to the state which is 
ordained of God. Civic loyalty is not 
a tree that grows in competition with 
the tree of divine loyalty, but a fruit 
which grows on the tree of dedication 
to God. 

Our Lord is not discussing the possi- 
bility of conflict between unworthy 
civic demands ‘and the revealed will of 
God. That is another matter (see Acts 
5:29). He is laying down the broad, 
general principle that, other things be- 
ing equal, the believer, for the very 
reason that he is a believer, is to be a 


good, devoted citizen in both civic and , 


Christian realms. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The cunning hostility 
20) 

2. The crafty question (vv. 21, 22) 

. 3. The counterquestions (vv. 23, 24) 

4. The authoritative reply (vv. 25, 26) 


(Luke 20:19, 


Topics for Development 


Roman Rule in Palestine. It is well 
to understand the broad outline of Ro- 
man relationships to the Jews in the 
time of Christ. Herod.the Great, King 
of Judea, died in 4 B.C. At his death 
his son, Archelaus, became king of 
Judea. This ruler was deposed jn A.D. 
6, when Judea and Ismaria, as part of 


the province of Syria, were placed un- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


4. January 25.—Jesus Reveals His 
Authority. Matthew 21:1-27 


Next Week’s Lesson 
6. February 8.—Jesus Questioned 


About the Resurrection. ‘Luke 
20:27-40; John 14:1-7 











der Roman procurators. From A.D. 26- 
36 Pontius Pilate was procurator. 

So far as Roman imperial history is 
concerned, in 31 B.C. Augustus became 
emperor. He ruled until A.D. 14 and 
was then succeeded by Tiberius (died 
A.D. 37) whose image was on the de- 
narius (“penny”) in our Lord’s day. 

Church and State. Confusion as to 
the proper duties of each—claims and 
counterclaims, and actual military 
clashes—plagued the church for cen- 
turies. Christ’s words have often been 
disregarded, ‘as have the classic utter- 
ances of Romans 13:1-7; Titus 3:1; and 
1 Peter 2:17. When the state unduly 


“imposes its will on the conscience of 


the church, that is tyranny. When the 
church arrogates to herself civic func- 
tions, she is forsaking her spiritual 
commission. When both church and 
state heed the Saviour’s injunctions, 
harmony results. : 


Practical Applications 

Hypocrisy is a deadly sin. May we 
ever be sure that our words reflect our 
thoughts, that our character is plainly 
legible, and that we are strangers to 
deceit. 

It is not enough to acknowledge theo- 
logically that our all belongs to God. 
We must lay all on the altar of dedica- 
tion to Him without mental or material 
reservations, 

The Jews of our Lord’s day often 
hated to return their denarii to Tibe- 
rius. Doubtless some were adept at 
evasion. What about our dues to Uncle 
Sam? Are all our income-tax “loop- 
holes” legitimate? 

Do- we pray faithfully for those in 
authority, that they might be both 








Questions for Teacher and €lass 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 
N WHAT three areas did our Lord’s 


opponents ask Him questions? (Luke 


20: 19-38; Mark 12: 28-34.) 

2. What was the purpose of these 
questions? é 

3. Whose image was on the penny? 

4. What did this prove? 

5. Why is the believer to be a loyal 
citizen? 

6. Where else in the New Testament 
is this theme developed? 


7. Is it ever lawful to disobey civic 


laws? 

8. What is meant by “the things 
which be God’s”? (Luke 20: 25.) 

9. Why is our Lord’s reply (Luke 
20:25) so important? 

10. Did the reply permanently satisfy 
Christ’s enemies? 

(Answers on page 63) 


Christian and virtuous? Do we render 


thanks for the measure of peace and 


prosperity we enjoy? Do we go to the 
polls and vote? Strong Christian faith 
should beget both civic virtue and con- 
cern. 
Golden Text 

Luke 20:25.—“Render therefore unto 
Caesar the things which be Caesar’s, 
and unto God the things which be 
God’s.” Patriotism is praiseworthy, but 
inadequate if it stands alone. Christian 
faith is imperative for entrance into 


Heaven, but it must be related to so-- 


ciety on earth. The divine goal for 

believers is that they be good citizens 

of both heavenly and earthly realms, 
ALTADENA, CALIF. 


% 
From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HYMNS 
“OQ God, Our Help in Ages Past” 
“Faith of Our Fathers!” 
“There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 


our Heavenly Father, who hast blessed 
us with generations of Christian in- 


’ fluence on our laws and customs, we 


thank Thee for our Christian heritage 
and ask Thy help to maintain it for 
those who come after us.- Bless our 
study today that we may understand 
better what Wwe. owe to Thee and to 
earthly authority. Help us to be law- 
abiding citizens and faithful followers 
of Christ. Give us godly -and wise 
rulers and leaders in all departments 
of our nation’s life. Guide those who 
make our laws and those who govern. 
Revive true Christianity that godliness 
may characterize our people. Bless our 
own church and Sunday school in giv- 
ing forth Thy Word and reach many 
that they may turn to Thee. Let Thy 
loving-kindness be great toward all suf- 
fering and tried folk. Guide us into 
those deeds of love and helpfulness by 
which we may best serve others. For- 
give ys past sin and failure, and help us 
to grow in the knowledge and love of 
our Lord and Saviour. We pray in 
His name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Christians are citi- 
zens of a heavenly Kingdom, but that 
does not cancel their earthly citizenship 
and-its duties. When our Lord said: 
“Render to Caesar the things that are 
Caesar’s, and to God the things that 
are God’s,” He taught that we have a 
duty to our government (Caesar) and 
to God. 

Our duty to our government includes 
respect for its authority and institu- 
tions. It requires that we obey the 
laws of the land, intended as they are 
to restrain evil and protect all. It in- 
cludes. paying our taxes to meet the 
expenses of government. It calls us to 
use our influence to secure good laws 


and wise, conscientious men in public | 


office. 


But earthly governments have no. 
right to claim what is due to God alone. — 
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When the apostles were forbidden by 
the rulers to preach Christ, they replied: 
“Whether it be right in the sight of 
God to hearken unto you more than 
unto God, judge ye” (Acts 4:19). From 
time to time God’s faithful people have 
had to face the persecution of earthly 
powers to be true to God. The three 
Hebrew youths mentioned in the book 
of Daniel, chapter three, faced the fiery 
furnace rather than disobey God to 
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please the king. Early Christians died 
rather than worship Caesar, and mod- 
ern Christians in Japan and Korea have 
suffered rather than worship the Em- 
peror. We should pray that in this 
land we may be both a godly and a 
law-abiding people. 
Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“ . . they perceived that he had 
spoken this parable against them” 
(Luke 20:19).—There are two things 
that hearers of the Word of God can do 
when they perceive that its message is 
“against them.” They can admit it and 
say, “Truth, Lord,” as the Syropheni- 
cian woman did; and be greatly blessed 
(Matt. 15:27, 28); or, they can resent 
and resist it, and thirst for revenge, as 
did the chief priests and scribes of 


-whom we are reading—and suffer the 


dire consequences. 

“When a man is wrong and won’t 
admit it, he always gets angry” (Hali- 
burton). 

“ . . Master, we know that thou 
sayest and teachest rightly ...” (Luke 
20:21).—The spies, which the chief 
priests sent, feigned themselves to be 
righteous men.. They knew that right- 
eous men wotld acknowledge Jesus as 
Lord and Master, so they addressed 
Him as “Master.” They knew, too, that 
righteous men would realize that He 
taught the truth without fear or favor 
—hence that is the approach they used. 

These hypocrites resorted to flattery 
in their attempt to encourage Him to 
say something which they could use in 
accusing him to the governor. 

“A man that flattereth his neighbour 
Spreadeth a net. for his feet” (Prov. 29: 
5). In this case, the net was spread in 
vain. 

David described these spies accu- 
rately when he said, “For there is no 
faithfulness in their mouth; their in- 
ward part is ... an open sepulchre; 








Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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they flatter with their tongue” (Psa. 
5:9). 

These flatterers soon discovered the 
truth of David’s inspired words, “The 
Lord shall cut off all flattering lips, and 
the tongue that speaketh proud things” 
(Psa. 12:3). 


“Is it lawful for us to give tribute’ 


unto Caesar... ?” (Luke 20:22.)—Their 
question was a delicate one. This ne- 
farious plot was laid jointly by Hero- 
dians and Pharisees (Matt. 22:16). Poli- 
ticians and priests combined to crush 
Him whom they hypocritically called 
“Master”! It evidently mattered not 
to them how He answered their ques- 
tion. 

If He said, “It is lawful,” the Phari- 
sees felt confident it would be the end 
of His popularity with the multitude, 
who were bitterly opposed to paying 
tribute to a foreign power. 

If He said, “It is not lawful,” the He- 
rodians would not hesitate to turn Him 
over to the Roman authorities as a rebel 
against the secular power. 


“He perceived their craftiness, and 
said ... Why tempt ye me?” (Luke 20: 
23.)—Matthew adds, “Ye hypocrites.” 
Our Lord saw through their trickery 
at once. “The joy of the hypocrite 
[is] but for a moment” (Job. 20:5). 

They may have had joy in antici- 
pating catching the Lord in the: snare 
they set for Him; but if they did, their 
joy was “but for a moment.” He did 
not break the snare—He never entered 
it. He exposed their trickery to their 
chagrin. 

“Hypocrites do the devil’s drudgery 
in Christ’s livery” (Matthew Henry). 

Plain-clothes detectives in Los 
Angeles had a difficult time recently 
convincing a large, indignant crowd of 
spectators that the “Reverend” they 
chased for two blocks, and knocked 
down, and placed handcuffs on, was a 
hypocrite. He was dressed in the garb 
of a priest and wore a gold crucifix. 
He was wanted for allegedly passing 
$10,000 worth of bogus checks. Instead 
of a pulpit, this culprit was given a cell 
in the city jail. 

“Shew mea penny” (Luke 20:24).— 
The “penny” mentioned here was the 
Roman coin. called a denarius. Rome 
had levied a poll tax that must be paid 
with this large silver coin minted at 
Rome, and used throughout the Empire. 
One side of the coin bore the image 
and name of Tiberius Caesar—the other 
side the emblem of a heathen god. 

After receiving one of the coins, im- 
agine the Lord Jesus handling it, and 
looking it over, then asking, “Whose is 
this image and superscription?” They 
answered, and said, “Caesar’s.” 


“Render therefore unto Caesar the™ 


things which be Caesar’s .. .” (Luke 
20:25).—“They thought that escape was 
impossible for Him; and yet He in- 
stantly shatters their deeply laid plot 
to pieces by showing that they—Phari- 
sees and Herodians alike—had abso- 
lutely decided the question already (ac- 
cording to their own rule, ‘He whose 
coin is current is king of the land’), 
so there is no need for Him to give any 


‘why they came. 
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opinion whatever about it. The point 
was this—their national acceptance of 
Caesar’s coinage was an, unanswerable 
admission of Caesar’s right. Tribute 
to them was no longer a cheerful offer- 
ing, but a legal, due; not a voluntary 
gift, but a political necessity. The ;very 
word He used was decisive—render’-— 
literally ‘give back’” (Dr. V. F. Farrar). 

Let us not forget the other half of 
Christ’s. answer—“and unto God the 
things which be God’s.” We must pay 
to, pray for, and obey the powers that 
be (Rom. 13; 1 Tim. 2); but we owe 
God faith, love, worship, service—in 
fact, we owe Him all that we are, have, 
and hope to be! 


Wawona, Catir. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, those crafty scribes and © 
chief priests used every device and 
deception to: entrap the Lord Jesus. 
Their strategy was to cause Him to 
make a_ seditious statement so they 
could accuse Him before the Roman 
Government which was in power. The 
Jews could convict, but they were not 
permitted to put anyone to death. 
They hated Jesus with a vicious hatred 
and nothing short of His death would | 
satisfy them. So they appointed some 
of their number to go to Jesus and, 
posing as sincere inquirers, to ask Him 
if it was proper to pay tribute (or 
taxes) to Caesar. Of course Jesus knew 
He said, “Shew me a 
penny.” They complied. “Whose image 
and superscription hath it?” “Caesar’s,” 
they answered. Then said He, “Render 
therefore unto Caesar the things which 
be Caesar’s, and unto God the things 
which be God’s. . . . And they mar- 
velled at His answer, and held their 
peace.” So that was that. Never man 
spake like He spake; His words came 
with authority and power which could 
not be successfully answered or resisted. 
There was another even more inter- 
esting incident relating to the taxes, 
recorded in Matthew 17:24-27. These 
pernicious inquisitors -accosted Peter 
and asked him, “Doth not your master 
pay tribute’? Perhaps that worried 
Peter, for maybe there was no money 
in the treasury. ' Judas, who kept the 
“bag” had probably told him so. So 
Peter went to Jesus with the problem. 
How wise that was! (Fellows, I have 
done that in time of financial stress 
and He worked it out for me in a won- 
derful way). Jesus answered Peter’s 
distress with an amazing proposition. 
He said something like this to Peter: 
“IT am not due to pay tribute, but that 
we may give them no cause for com- 
plaint, you go down to the seashore 
and cast a hook, and the first fish you 
catch will have a coin in its mouth, 
sufficient to pay the ‘tribute for both 
of us. Now you attend to the matter.” 
I would like to have seen Peter’s ex- 
pression when Jesus told him to “do 
that. Strange, maybe, that the nar- 
rative ends there. It does not tell 
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whether Peter went after the fish or 
not. But I do not think there can be 
any doubt about it. Matthew, in tell- 
ing the incident, does not seem to think 
it necessary to say that Peter went 
right out, picked up his fishing line, 
and caught a wonderful fish—a more 
wonderful fish even than the whale 
that swallowed Jonah! There was the 
. fish just waiting for Peter—with the 
tax money in ‘its mouth! It wasn’t in- 
come tax; it was outgo! I have no 
doubt Peter lost no time hunting that 
tax collector and settling in full; but 
I have a feeling that he dropped the 
fish back into the sea. Surely he would 
not want to eat a fish that had served 
him like that! 

Fellows, I could tell you at least a 
dozen instances in my own experience 
and in the experience of others that I 
know, where the Lord, in answer to 
prayer, has relieved a money crisis, 
but it would take too much space. 
But I will tell you this one anyway. 
One morning I sat in the porch swing 
with Mrs. Smith and waited for the 
postman before going to work. He 
usually came early. There was a note 
due at the bank that day for $100. and 
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I had not a cent to meet it. We had 
prayed, you may depend. I saw the 
postman come around the corner in the 
next block. I said, “I believe he will 
have a letter with a check in it.” He 
did. A friend whom I had helped 
several years before had sent me a 
postal order for’$100 to cancel a debt 
I had long ceased to expect to be paid. 


Yes, “Prayer changes. things”—even 
money! 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C: 


s 
The Illustration Round Table 


Bules for submitting illustrations for this 


department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1959 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Only One Master.—Render therefore 
unto Caesar the things which be Cae- 
sar’s, and unto God the things which 
be God’s €Luke 20:25, Golden Text). 
Frederick, the elector of Saxony, being 
prisoner to Charles V, was promised 
restitution of dignity and help if he 
would come to Mass. He answered, 
“In all civil accommodations I am 
ready to yield unto Caesar, but for 
heavenly things I have but one master, 
and therefore I dare not serve two. 
Christ is more welcome to me in bonds 
than the honours of Caesar without 
Christ."—From Dictionary of Illustra- 
tions. Sent by Mrs. Lilian Burton, 
Leicester, Eng. 


Taking the Easier Course——And they 
watched him, and sent forth spies, 
which should feign themselves just 
men, that they might take hold of his 
words, that so they might deliver him 
unto the power and authority of the 
governor (Luke 20:20). Faultfinding is 
not difficult. Isaac Murray illustrates 
this in his story of how a dog, hitched 
to a lawn mower, stopped pulling to 
bark at a passer-by. The boy who was 
guiding the mower said, “Don’t mind 
the dog; he is just barking for an ex- 
cuse to rest. It is easier to bark than 
to pull this mower.” It is easier to be 
critical than correct; easier to bark 
than to work; easier to burn a house 
than to build one; easier to hinder than 
to help; easier to destroy reputation 
than to construct character. Faultfind- 
ing is as dangerous as it is easy. Any- 
one can grumble, criticize, or censure 
like those Pharisees, but it takes a 
great soul to go on working faithfully 
and lovingly, and rise superior to it all, 
as Jesus did—From the Herald of 
Light. Sent by Mrs. A. E, Janzen, 
Hillsboro, Kans. Prize illustration. 


Relentless Interrogations.——That they 
might take hold of his words, that so 
they might deliver him unto the power 
and authority of the governor (Luke 
20:20). All those who have met mis- 
sionaries who got out of Communist 
China will know of the anguish and 
bewilderment caused by the relentiess 
interrogations they were called upon 
to endure. Luke 20:20 could well de- 
scribe some of their experiences, e.g., 


‘Times. 


those of Mr. and Mrs. Matthews re- 
corded in Mrs. Kuhn’s “Green Leaf 
in Drought-Time.” But Luke 20:20 
actually described the treatment of our 
Lord Himself. Small wonder that the 


writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews’ 


says, “In that he himself hath suffered 
being tempted, he is able to succour 
them that are tempted.”—Sent by 
Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, 
Eng. 


Living Inside Out.—Master, we know 
that thou sayest and teachest rightly 
(Luke 20:21). I was reading the other 
day about the author of the book, “Liv- 
ing Without Liquor.” The press said, 
“He was jailed for the third time since 
April 8 on drunken charges!” A six- 
year-old girl amazed her mother by 
saying, “Mother, I think Jesus was the 
only one who ever dared to live His 
inside out!” The child had heard His 
story and knew that He was so pure 
that He had nothing to conceal—From 
Tom M. Olson, in The Sunday School 
Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
peka, Kans. 


Trying To Pull the Ropes—But he 
perceived their craftiness (Luke 20:23). 
There is an old courtroom in Lima, 
Peru, where churchmen of past genera- 
tions were tried for heresy. Back of 
the judgment bench was a wooden 
statue of Christ. His head was on a 
pivot and was controlled by invisible 
ropes in the hands_of the judge. The 
nod or shake of this image’s head de- 
termined the innocence or guilt of the 
victim. It is a far cry from these 
heresy trials in old Peru to our modern 
beliefs and practices, but we are still 
endeavoring to make God approve the 
things we like and disapprove those 
we do not—From Baptist Freedom. 
Sent by Albert’ Mygatt, Blue Springs, 
Nebr. 


Taking Sunday With You.—Render 
. . . unto God the things which be 
God’s (Luke 20:25). Dr. Talmage told 
of a man he knew who was ninety- 
nine years old. He said: “I went across 
the mountains in the early days of this 
country.. Sunday morning came. We 


were beyond the reach of civilization. © 


My comrades were planning to spend 
the day in games. I said: ‘No, I can’t 
join you. It is Sunday.’ They laughed 
and said, ‘Why, there isn’t any Sunday 
here.’ ‘Oh, yes,’ I said, ‘there is!’ I 
brought it with me over the moun- 
tains.” Be sure to take Sunday with 
you wherever you go.—From Dr. Stuart 
Nye Hutchinson, in “The Voice Within 
Us.” Sent by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, 
Sunbury, Pa. 


All Questions Answered.—They mar- 
velled at his answer, and held their 
peace (Luke 20:26). A man once came 
to D: L. Moody saying, “If you will 
answer this list of questions, I will be- 
come a Christian.” Mr. Moody was too 
clever for him. He said to the man, 
“If you will become a Christian, and 


start tonight, then come to me tomor- . 


row morning, I will answer every ques- 
tion on your list.” 
became a Christian and went home re- 
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joicing in his salvation. The next 
morning he came back to Mr. Moody’s 
house, his face shining, and said: “Mr. 
Moody, I will not have to put you to 
the trouble of answering the questions. 
They have all been answered in the 
night, and the way is clear.”—From the 
Preacher’s Magazine. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


VERY one of us, who is born again, 

is a citizen of Heaven. Philippians 
3:20 says, “For our citizenship [mar- 
ginal rendering] is in heaven.” Accord- 
ing to John 14:3, our Lord Jesus went 
to prepare a place there for us! Every- 
thing there is beautiful and glorious. 
Everyone living there is kind and lov- 
ing. How happy we are to be citizens 
of such a country! But does this 
heavenly citizenship relieve us of re- 
sponsibility to the land in which we 
live down here? Today’s lesson will 
answer that question. 

First let us review Philippians 2:5, 
6, and then learn verse 7. 

Now we read Luke 20:19-26. The 
enemies of the Lord Jesus Christ tried 
again and again to think up catch 
questions for Him—that is, questions 
calculated to get Him into trouble 
whichever way He answered. Here is 
one: “Should we or should we not pay 
tribute to Caesar?” If Jesus had said, 
“You .should,” the Jews would have 
been angry at Him, for they hated the 
Roman rule. If He had said, “You 
should not,” His enemies would have 
hurried to the Roman authorities to 
tell them that Jesus’ teachings were 
seditious. The Lord knew this. Every 
time they asked Him a catch question, 
He not only amazed them with the 
wisdom of His reply but also added 
Something . that reached their con- 
sciences. After they had shown Him 
a penny, He asked, “Whose image and 
superscription hath it?” When they 
had answered, “Caesar’s,” he said, “Ren- 
der therefore unto Caesar the things 
which be Caesar’s, and unto God the 
things which be God’s.” If they had 
been rendering to God the things which 
are God’s, they would have welcomed 
His Son with all their hearts. But in- 
Stead of welcoming Him, they were plot- 
ting to kill Him! 

Did you know that, Jesus paid taxes, 
even though He was Jord of all? Read 
Matthew 17:24, 25. When the officials 
asked Peter if His Master paid tribute, 
what did He answer? (“Yes.”) If our 
Master paid taxes, then certainly we 
are to pay them. A teen-age girl who 
professed to be a Christian showed me 
a beautiful watch she had bought in 
Canada. I asked her if the duty was 
high. She said: “I didn’t pay any. I 
didn’t tell the custom’s officer that I 
bought it. I just wore it home.” Was 
that right? Even if she was entitled 


. to an exemption, she should have de- 
Clared the watch. 
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Romans 13:1-7 tells more about a 
Christian’s duties to his country. Let 
us list them on the board: Obey govern- 
ment regulations; Do right; Pay your 
taxes; Pay your bills; Pay duty; Respect 
government officials. If we do these 
things we will be doing what Jesus 
meant when He said, “Render . . . unto 
Caesar the things which be Caesar’s.” 

How about the second half of the 
command, “And unto God the things 
which ‘be God’s”? Read Romans 12:1, 
2. Our bodies belong to God because 
He created them, and Christ paid the 
redemption price of them as well as 
of our souls and spirits. Here Scrip- 
ture enjoins us to present our bodies 
to God to use as He sees fit. This is 
our “reasonable service” because they 
belong to Him rightfully. Have we all 
done this? 

When I was a child in Sunday school 
someone told a story of a Christian 
young man, which I have never forgot- 
ten. Hugh was a good citizen of Scot- 
land, working diligently, paying his 
bills, and behaving in every way as he 
should. Yet enemies sought to catch 
him and put him in prison, rather than 
the wild young men of the city, because 
he was: a Christian. Warned by a, 
friend, he fled from the city, but sol- 
diers were sent in pursuit. He suc- 
ceeded. in crossing a frozen river, and 
could have escaped, only that he heard 
a cry for help from his foremost pur- 
suer, as he fell through the ice. Seeing 
that. the others could not get there in 
time, he turned back and rescued the 
man. This gave the others the oppor- 
tunity to catch up with him. In spite 
of all the rescued man did to get Hugh 
released, he was put to death because 
he would not deny Christ. He gave 
his life for an enemy. He had been a 
good citizen on earth, and is now an 
honored citizen of Heaven. If he had 
not already presented his body to God, 
he could not have made such a noble 
sacrifice. But he had, and so when the 
test came, he triumphed. 

What wonderful company we are go- 
ing to have in’ Heaven! Many people 
will spend eternity with hypocrites and 
criminals of all descriptions. I thank 
God I will spend it with the citizens 
of Heaven and with the blessed Lord 
Himself! With which company will you 
spend eternity? 

Have your pupil review Stories 6, 7, 
8, and all eight verses he has learned. 
Then help him make the Oriental house 
in the middle of the book, to illustrate 
Story 8. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Jesus Answers a. Hard Question 
(Luke 20:20-26) 


ID any of you at school ever plot 
to catch the teacher by a trick 
question? (Perhaps they have tried it 
on their Sunday school teacher! If so, 
refer to the incident: “Remember when 
you caught me ...7?) Well, there was 
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one Teacher you would not have 
caught! He not only got out of His 
enemies’ question traps but turned their 
question to teach them a lesson. Who 
was that Teacher? What were the 
questions? 

Luke will tell us the first catch-ques- 
tion today. Move your bookmarks up 
- to. Luke 20:20. Yes, Matthew (22:15) 
and Mark (12:13) tell the story, too. 
They let us see right into the wicked, 
scheming hearts of these men. George, 
read the first thing Luke tells—only 
four words. Who are. “they”? Look 
back to verse 19. “The chief priests 
and the scribes.” Imagine our min- 
ister and church officers, Sunday school 
superintendent and teachers watching 
for a chance to get the Lord Jesus into 
trouble! But, you see, they did not 
believe the great se¢ret we: know, that 
He was the Son of God. You remem- 
ber what had happened just the day 
before! 

The trick question was very simple: 
Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or 
not? But it was a dangerous question 
in those days! Say Yes, and the Free- 
dom Party would be against you, and 
of course, every Jew hated to pay 
taxes to a foreign king who ruled 
through a governor he sent. The king 
was bad, the governor was hated, and 
the taxes were often unfair! Would we 


think we should pay taxes to Khrush- 
chev if the Russians conquered us? Say 
No, and a report would go to the gover- 
nor—arrest, prison, probably death! Ah, 
that. was what these plotters really 
wanted! 
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So with clever flattery of Christ’s 
being a fair and impartial teacher, not 
afraid of anyone, the question was put 
by pretended honest citizens. “Why 
are you trying to catch Me? Lét Me 
see a coin.” Someone produced one. 
“Whose picture and name does it have?” 
Sure enough! There was Caesar’s head, 
and his name, Tiberius Caesar! They 
had to say, “Caesar’s.” “Then give what 
belongs to Caesar to Caesar. And [here 
comes the lesson He wanted to drive 
home} give God what belongs to God.” 
They did not catch Him, and could only 
be surprised at such a clever answer. 
Shall we let Luke tell it in his words? 
(Read to class vv. 20-26.) 

Now shall I ask you the meaning of 
some of the hard words? Or would you 
like to ask me? Shall I try to catch 
you or you try to catch me? (Write 
such words as “feign,” “acceptest,” 
“tribute,” “craftiness,” “superscription,” 
“render,” “marvelled” on the _ black- 
board, and call for, or give the mean- 
ings. Omit this feature if your Juniors 
are too young or if they are poor 
readers.) 

Let us look at our own money and 
see to whom it belongs. (The teacher 
may need to do some research, or pu- 
pils’ questions may catch him or her 
on the significance of the heads and 
symbols! Discuss what the United 
States of America gives us _ besides 
money—such as roads, mail service, 
schools, protection from enemies.) What 
would the Lord say about paying our 
taxes? What about a daddy who ntakes 
his income tax report less than it 
should be? For what things do we owe 
God? Do you know the-tax rate God 
gave the Jews? One-tenth, or a tithe, 
of what they got from His land and 
animals. (Pictorialize and explain by 
baskets of grain on the blackboard, by 
sheep on the flannelgraph, or by money 
as an object lesson. Figure the tithe 
on children’s actual allowances or 
money earned the past week.) “Render 
therefore unto Caesar the things which 
be Caesar’s, and unto God the things 
which be God’s” (Luke 20:25, Memory 
Verse). 

Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


AVE you ever tried to trick some- 

one into saying or doing some- 
thing? I hope you would not do such 
a trick to be mean. You might, how- 
ever, do it for fun. In the long ago 
when the Lord Jesus was on earth, 
some men who professed to be very 
religious tried to trick Him into’ saying 
something that would get Him into 
trouble. Isn’t that dreadful? 

The Lord Jesus lived in the land of 
Palestine. At that time Palestine was 
ruled over by the Romans. Naturally 
the Jewish people did not like this. 
They did not like to have to pay taxes 
(tribute) to the Romans. The Jews 
did not like the Lord Jesus, either. 
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They wanted to get rid of Him. Then 
—only three days before He ‘died on the 
cross for their sin and the sin of the 
world—these wicked schemers thought 
up a new idea. Now they would play 
a trick on Him, a trick that would 
make Him say something that would 
get Him into trouble with the Romans. 


Then, the Jews thought, the Romans 


would get rid of Him. 

This was their scheme—their trick: 
they sent to the Lord Jesus some spies, 
men who pretended to be honest and 
sincere and good. “Teacher,” they said, 
“we know that You speak and teach 
what is right, and show no partiality to 
anyone, but teach the way of God 
honestly and in truth.” Shame on 
them! Those schemers were trying to 
make the Lord Jesus think that they 
themselves thought He was a very good 
teacher. The word of spies can never 
be trusted! 

Then they asked their tricky ques- 
tion; “Is it lawful {in God’s sight] for 
us to give tribute to Caesar, or not?” 
You see, Caesar was the ruler of Rome. 
Paying a tribute is paying money for 
the use of the land on which you are 
living. No one likes to pay taxes. And 
to have to gay to a foreign country 
that is ruling your land makes the pay- 
ing even more hateful. The spies knew 
that the Romans watched everything 
that was going on in Jerusalem very, 
very carefully, They knew, too, that 
if the Lord Jesus said one tiny word 
against the Roman ruler the Romans 
would kill Him at on¢e. And this, I 
am sorry to say, is exactly what they 
hoped for! 

The Lord Jesus surprised them when 
He said, “Show me a coin.” One of the 
men got one out of his pocket. Hold- 
ing it in His open hand for all to see, 
He asked them a question: “Whose pic- 
ture is on this money?” 

“It is Caesar’s picture,” they had to 
answer. They were admitting that they 
had accepted the money of the Romans. 
They were using it. By using the Ro- 
man money they were admitting that 
they belonged to the Romans. Having 
such money held certain advantages 
for the Jewish people. They were will- 
ing to accept the advantages. But they 
rebelled when it came to paying taxes. 
Those who hated the Lord Jesus ex- 
pected Him to speak against those who, 
ruled over them and Him. 

How surprised they were: when He 
said, “Give unto Caesar the things that 
belong to Caesar.” “The-Lord Jesus re- 
ferred not only to paying taxes. He 
was saying that they were also to fear 
and to honor the Romans. It is pleas- 
ing to God when His people honor those 
who are in authority over them (Rom. 
13: 1-7). Whether’ the 
makes this easy or hard does not make 
any difference. Those who love the 
Lord honor Him by obeying the ruling 
powers. 

But the Lord Jesus did not stop 
there. He not only commanded that 
they should pay Caesar what belongs 
to him, but that they also should give 
“unto God the things which be God’s.” 
These two commands do not interfere 
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Lesson for February 1 


with each other. “The things which be 
God’s” include faith, love, worship, obe- 
dience, and willingness to follow His 
guidance. In giving to God what is 
God’s, we will, for His sake, give to the 
ruler what is his. The spies, the Bible 
tells us, marveled at His reply, and did 
not say another word. Today, if we 
are to please God, we will gladly obey 
those who are over us. , 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 


s 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 58) 
1. Political, doctrinal, and moral. 
2. To ensnare Him in His own words. 
3. That of Tiberius, Emperor of Rome. 
4. That Rome was in fact the con- 


trolling powér in Palestine. 
5. Because human government is or- 
dained of God. ) 


6. Romans 13: 1-7. 

7. Yes, if they contradict the laws 
of God (see Acts 5:29). 

8. Spiritual duties as well as tithes 
and offerings. 

9. It explains the twofold obligation 
of men, to God and state. 

10. No. They twisted it and used it 
as one of the weapons of His destruc- 
tion (see Luke 23:2). 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, February 1 


2. For Christ and the Church 
(Matt. 16:13-18) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

AST week’s topic, “In the Household 

of God,” called attention to the fact 
that every believer is a member of the 
body of Christ and therefore a member 
of the true. Church of which Christ is 
the Head. We saw also last week some 
of the reasons why we have various de- 
Nominations, and the importance of 
making sure that the denomination and 
individual church with which we align 
ourselves is one that holds true to the 
fundamentals of the Christian faith as 
set forth in the Scriptures. 

This Sunday, which is celebrated in 
many areas as Christian Endeavor Day, 
our topic is intended to emphasize the 
fact that every Christian young people’s 
group should be joined with, and a part 
of, a Christian church. What is more, 
that church should be, as the Scripture 
verses for this week indicate, one that 
is built squarely upon. the foundation 
rock of belief in the Lord Jesus Christ 
as the Son of the living God. Any other 
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foundation is worthless and untrust- 


worthy. 
we 


When the first Christian Endeavor 
Society was founded in 1881, it was 
made up of members of the Williston 
Congregational Church of Portland, 
Maine. That the link between this 
young people’s group and a Christian 
church was considered important is 
seen in the fact that, a little later, in 
naming the four principles that are es- 
sential to the Christian Endeavor So- 
ciety, Dr. Francis E. Clark, its founder, 
listed them as: 

1. Confession of Christ. 

2. Service for Christ. 

3. Loyalty to Christ’s church. 

4. Fellowship with Christ’s people. 
“With these roots,” Dr. Clark said, “the 
Christian Endeavor tree will bear fruit 
in any soil. Cut away any of these 
roots in any clime, and the tree dies.” 


bf 


Some of the reasons for a strong bond 
between every young people’s group 
and a Christian church are: 

1. The need for mature counsel and 
encouragement and prayer support 
from older and more experienced Chris- 
tians, such as can be found in a Chris- 
tian church. 

2. The opportunities for Christian 
service and expression that are found 
in a Christian church. 

3. The advantages of Christidn teach- 
ing and training that oe church pro- 
vides. 

4. The privilege of fellowship with 


’ other believers who love and serve the 


same Lord. 

5. The larger opportunities for evan- 
gelism and missionary effort that are 
available under the direction and spon- 
sorship of a Christian church. 


However, every young people’s group, 
along with the opportunities and privi- 
leges it enjoys as a part of a Christian 
church, also has certain obligations. All 
too often these are overlooked or 
brushed aside. Some of them are: 

1. Attendance of its members at the 
regular services of the church. What 
pastor has not observed with regret a. 
disposition on the part of some of his 
young people to depart after. their 
young people’s meeting and just before 
the evening service was to begin. 

2. Service in the activities of the 
church and Sunday school. Many are 
the -burdens of a pastor that a young 
people’s group can help to lift, if they 
will offer to do so.. Help in visiting -the 
sick or infirm of the church’s member- 
ship, care of and maintenance of the 
church bulletin board and hymn boards, 
helping to prepare _and_ distribute 
church bulletins, teaching in the Sun- 
day school, assisting in evangelistic 


_Services—these are just a few of many 


ways that will open up if your young 
people’s group will offer its services 
and be responsible and faithful in dis- 
charging them. 
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PASTORATE WANTED: D: Independent min- 
ister, Bible trained in soul-winning, prison veg 
lain 20 years, 9 years in astorate, Willing 
work with new group. te’ Adv. No. 860 ne 
Sunday School Times on 326 N. 18th St., Phila. 
, Pa. f 
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SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapan against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 
requests received in every mail from 
Africa. Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous young people in so many lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
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Talmage Payne, Director 
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3. Giving to the support of the church 
as far as is possible. Most young peo- 
ple, especially those who are still in 
school, do not have an abundance of 
money, but they usually do have some, 
as is evidenced by the candy and soft 
drinks and records that they are able 
to purchase. A tenth of even a limited 
income, while seemingly a very small 
part of the funds that most churches 
need, will nevertheless be a help, and 
God can and will bless the faithful giver 
as well as the cause to which his tithe 
is given. 

4. Prayer for your church and its 
officers is an important privilege every 
member of your young people’s group 
can enjoy. How often do you pray 
specifically for the activities and needs 
of your church—(1) in your young peo- 
ple’s meetings, (2) in your own private 
devotions? Peter and John, you will 
recall, said to a needy ‘man, “Silver and 
gold have I none; but such as I have 
give I thee” (Acts 3:6). Your prayer 
support may outweigh everything else 
you can do to help your church. Do 
not make the mistake, however, of be- 
ing satisfied only :to pray. Your church 
needs your presence, your purse, and 
the push of your shoulder at the wheel, 
also. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
« 
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A Fine Tour 
(Continued from page 55) 


If you are interested, you will enjoy 
reading the 1959 Alaska folder, which 
will be sent free to those requesting it. 
Please write to Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, The 
Suriday School Times Co., 325 N. 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5. Mr. and Mrs. Jaeger 
will accompany the tour throughout. 


A Tour To Hawant Is PLANNED ALSO 


Many readers are interested in a tour 
to the Hawaiian Islands. Two such 
tours have already been taken, and 
plans are being made to conduct the 
third tour to Hawaii this year from 
October 17 to November 11, out from 
and returning to Chicago.. The party 
will fly to Hawaii from Seattle, and 
return to Los Angeles on the S.S. Lur- 
line of the Matson Line. Details of 
this tour will be given in an attractive 
folder, and a card to Mr. Jaeger will 
bring this to you as soon as it is ready. 
For those who can take a fall vacation, 
this will prove to be a most unusual 
and happy experience. Mr. and Mrs. 
Jaeger will accompany this tour also. 


se 


Survey of Religious Life 
(Continued from page 56) 


scopic substance to collect dew? What 
instrument did he use?” The contest- 
ant received a full two points for his 
answer which was (from Judges) that 
Gideon had used the substance in his 
father’s garden and that he used “the 
skin of a sheep.” 

The committee sponsoring this quiz 
has announced plans to publish in book 
form all the questions and answers of 
the international contest. 
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Interpreting Daniel 12:4 
(Continued from second page) 


the Scriptures with a humble, teach- 
able spirit, will be attended with. suc- 
cess.” This translation has been given: 
“Many shall search it through, and 
knowledge of it shall be increased.” 
Matthew Henry comments on _ the 
words: “Then this hidden treasure shall 
be opened, and many shall search into 
it, and dig for the knowledge of it, as 
for silver. They shall read it over and 
over, shall meditate upon it, and run it 
over in their minds. It is not knowl- 
edge in general, but knowledge of 
prophecy which the Hebrew and the 
context show to be what is meant here.” 

Here are a number of other transla- 
tions of the words which I have 
gathered out of a wide reading: “Many 
shall closely investigate and greater will 
become the knowledge; ie. of this 
book. Many shall zealously peruse (it). 
Many shall strive after the knowledge 
of this prophecy, and so shall it be in- 
creased. Many shall wander in the 
darkness of this prophecy, and so shall 
knowledge come to them.” 

The following translation is that of 


_ trasts. 


Gesenius, Maurer, Fuerst, Winer, all 
Hebraists: 
through this prophecy (turning over 
its pages again and again), and so the 
knowledge of it shall be great.” Klie- 
forth gives it: “Many shall set out upon 
an investigation of this prophecy.” Na- 


- thaniel West makes this comment upon 


the verse: “There is a beautiful figure 
in the Hebrew verb. The root (shut, 
shoot) signifies to ‘rudder about’ or sail 
on the ocean in search of land; to cir- 
cumnavigate in order to make discov- 
eries as do mariners on exploring ex- 
peditions; voyagers. Then, applied to 
land, spying out, prying into, and going 
through, inquiring, or serving, examin- 
ing, and so increasing knowledge. So 
shall it be as to this deep, wide, 
and wonderful prophecy, in the end 
time.” 

It may bé remarked that in the He- 
brew the article “the” is before the 
word knowledge, “the knowledge” shall 
be increased, the needful knowledge of 
this grophecy shall then be examined 
and khown. 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





Picture Book of Arizona; Picture 
Book of Arkansas; Picture Book of 
Maine; Picture Book of Utah. 4 vol- 
umes. By Bernadine Bailey. (Albert 
Whitman & Co., Chicago 6; clothbound, 
$1.25 each.) Arizona, the state of vivid 
contrasts, furnishes sufficient material 


to make a very attractive picture book. ~ 


There are the high plateaus, the~ deep 
canyons, the great desert, and low river 
plains not to overlook the forests, moun- 
tains, and waterfalls—some of the most 
beautiful in the entire country. Arkan- 
sas, with more mineral springs than 
any other, is a state also full of con- 
In the western part is a triangu- 
lar mass of mountains while in the east 
the land is very flat but quite fertile. 
Maine, with its beautiful lakes and 
rivers is one of the most picturesque 
states in the Union. Much of its re- 
sources come from the water for there 
is also its rugged coastline with its lob- 
ster traps and fishing industry. This 
state is famous also for its pine forests 
and its magnificent summer resorts. 
Utah is more than 90 per cent desert 
and mountains. The state is rich in 
minerals and its Great Salt Lake “alone 
contains more than six billion tons of 
salt in solution.” Salt and Mormons 
have made this state famous. 

Each of the states picture books gives 
authentic and interesting information 
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“Many shall thoroughly go. 
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Lesson for February 1 


and pictures of such things as the state 
map, its seal, history, native birds, in- 
dustries, educational institutions, and 
outstanding scenic spots. A complete 
set of the thirty-six books—with the 
balance to come, it is hoped—would be 


a real asset to any library especially © 


where there are school children. 


Cathy and Carl Ride the Pony Ex- 
press. By Dorothy Grunbock Johnston. 
(Scripture Press, Wheaton, IIl., $1.50.) 
When the letter came from Grandpa 
saying that he was coming to live with 
his daughter and her family, things be- 


. gan to happen. Cathy and Carl set out 


at once on Prince to méet him: The let- 
ter had been a long time on the way so 
they had no idea where they would 
find him. Certainly, they thought, it 
would not take more than two or three 
weeks at the most. Little did they 
think that six months would elapse be- 
fore they would see their home again. 
Rugged but breath-taking were their 
experiences with thieves, robbers, In- 
dians, road agents (another name for 
highwaymen), and best of all, with the 
Pony Express in which not only Carl 
and Prince had a part but Cathy also. 
God took care of them through it all 
and honored their Christian testimony 
by letting them see “impossible cases” 
turn to the Lord. Junior readers will 
not be able to put the book down until 
they see Cathy and Carl and Grandpa 
safely home. 


I Think About Jesus. By Kate Small- 
wood. (Rand McNally & Co., Chicago 
80; 75 cents, paper boards). “I like to 
think about Jesus. My book helps me 
to think of what Jesus did.” So say 
two little tots, seated upon the grass 
with a kitten curled at their feet, as 
they are pictured on the first pages of 
this book. This is the first of nineteen 
engaging illustrations in color and in 
black and white that portray children 
learning and acting upon the precepts 
given by the Lord Jesus as He walked 
this earth. The language is simple, 
and Scripture references are given for 
each idea presented. A ready means of 


introducing small children to the Lord . 


Jesus,. parents will find this a sturdy 
little book that will entourage sturdy 
little Christians. 


Coon Holler. By Olive Rambo Cook. 
(Longmans Green and Co., Inc., New 
York 3; $2.75.) When Jo Ann and 
Kenny Brice went to visit their grand- 
parents’ farm for the summer, they 
never expected to spend the winter 
there, and, least of all, to attend Coon 
Holler’s one-room schoolhouse. Jo Ann, 
as an outstanding pianist, had accepted 
her place of prominence in the city 
school, and wondered why she should 
waste her talent among the hillbillies. 
The arrival of two Hungarian refugee 
children added to her dismay. But 
Joszef, the little refugee. boy, helped 
to bring Jo Ann out of her childhood 
Snobbishness as he modestly showed his 
unusual musical talent by composing 
“The Tune of Coon Holler” and con- 


‘ducting the tiny school -orchestra as 
.théy played on\ TV. Parents will find 
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the simplicity of atmosphere in this 
book a welcome relief from the over- 
emphasis on materialism of today. The 
simple faith in God that the children 
display is portrayed naturally. It ‘is 
regrettable, however, that little Tressie’s 
dancing is brought into the story. 


Christ in Our Place. By Paul van 
Buren. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3.) The author, 
an Episcopalian by conviction, ap- 
proached the study of Calvin’s doctrine 
of the Atonement with certain problems 
and misgivings. Some of these were 
resolved by his further reading of Cal- 
vin’s writings; the rest are presented 
objectively on the pages of this volume, 
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Dr. Frank E, GAEBELEIN says: 

“SHADOW OF THE ALMIGHTY 
is a fascinating portrayal of a modern 
missionary martyr. Jim Elliot's devo- 
tion to Christ was like that of David 
Brainerd and even reminds one of 


Samuel Rutherford of Scotland.” 


Eucenra Prices states: 

“SHADOW OF THE ALMIGHTY 

is beautiful writing. But,.most im- 
portant, it proves that Jesus Christ will bring bright creativity out of 
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together with a full and lucid résumé 
of Calvin’s views. The author en- 
deavors to discover whether the diffi- 
culties that remain are due to Calvin’s 
own theorizing, or are problems inher- 
ent in the Biblical doctrine itself. Then 
he calls for a fresh study of these prob- 
lems as the starting point for the the- 
ology that will accomplish the unity for 
which the ecumenical movement as- 
pires. The author is a friendly critic, 
but often he misunderstands the Re- 
former. Yet it is to be hoped that” 
through the study of this volume many 
will return to Calvin, and then follow 
him back to Paul and to the other 
writers-of the Scriptures. 


The Unseen Path. By B. R. Clark. 
(Victory Press, Clapham Crescent, Lon- 
don S.W. 4; 4/6 postpaid.) Mysterious 
figures slinking through the mist of a 
seacoast town; castle towers glimpsed 
only in the fading, golden light of sun- 
set—intriguing to anyone, but particu- 
larly to twin boys fourteen years old. 
John and, David are spending a va- 
cation in this seacoast town, and imme- 
didtely set about finding the explana- 
tion for what they have seen. In this 
they have the help of an old map, 
the company of friendly Mr. Cornforth, 
and the encouragement of old Marma- 
duke, the parrot, who stirs them on 
with his “Up boys, and at ’em!” Mr. 
Cornforth turns out to be a preacher, 
much to the boys’ surprise. The trip up 
the mountain and the finding of the lost 
path to the hidden castle leads to the 
boys’ also finding the hidden path that 
Job spoke of—the unseen path of God’s 
wisdom and way. And, in the end, the 
boys discover the explanations for both 
mysterious sights. Told in the words of 
one of the boys, “The Unseen Path” has 
a breezy, cheerful, schoolboy (English) 
style, that will capture attention. The 
plan of salvation is presented easily 
and clearly in such a way as to appeal 
to the interest of young people. 
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The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1959 


AVE you discovered what a valu- 

able tool THE SunpAY ScHOOL TIMES 
International Uniform Lesson List can 
be in your class or school? The list of 
1959 lessons is now ready. Many super- 
intendents and teachers have found in 
other years that these lists in the hands 
of each pupil can be a real encourage- 
ment toward lesson preparation at 
home. When used in the regular Sun- 
day school sessions instead of- lesson 
leaflets, they may stimulate pupils to 
use the Bible itself rather than printed 
excerpts from it. Some superintendents 
find the list convenient to hand to sub- 
stitute teachers as a guide for their les- 
son preparation. 

The 1959 Lesson List is once again 
offered in convenient, pocket-size form. 
It lists all the International Uniform 
Lessons in the.year in chronological or- 
der. Over-all lesson titles are given, 
with the Scripture references and Gol-— 
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den Texts and devotional readings. 
Specific topics for the various depart- 
ments of the Sunday school are also 
shown, with the Scripture reference for 
each, where these differ from the over- 
all Scriptures. 

Why not order a supply of the 1959 
Lesson List now and have them ready 
for next year’s use? The closing weeks 
of the year are often crowded—and for- 
getful—and ordering now will insure 
having your lists in good time. They 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, $2 a 
dozen, or $16 a hundred, from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 325 N. 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5. 
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Children at Home 


A Brother for Keeps. 
By Lois Hoadley Dick 


CKEY watched the big silver 

plane circle the field and nose in 
on the landing strip. He could hardly 
wait to see his new brother from Ger- 
many, a displaced person who was com- 
ing to live with them. 

“He’s a D. P.,” Dad had said. “A dis- 
Placed person. That means he has no 
family or friends.” 

The people were coming out of ‘the 
Plane now, down the metal steps and 
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across to the iron fence. Mickey stood 
between Mom and Dad at the gate and 
his eyes searched through the handful 
of passengers. There he was! He 
looked just like his picture; a sharp, 
scared face with slick yellowish hair. 
He wore a fleece-lined jacketvand an 
identification tag hung around his neck. 

“Paul! Here we are!” Dad waved 
and reached out for the boy’s arm. 
“Mickey, here’s the brother you 
wanted!” 

Dad was laughing in his effort to have 
the two boys join hands. Paul jerked 
his hand away as though he had touched 
a hot stove. The frightened look on his 
face never changed and he walked be- 
tween them stiffly, like a prisoner. 

Mom fluttered around them nervously 
and tried to pat Paul’s arm but he just 
stared at her. Mickey felt disappointed. 
Something was wrong. Either Paul 
didn’t like them, or he wanted to go 
back to Germany, or— ; 

Suddenly he had it! “I guess you 
talk only German, huh?” he burst out. 
“That’s the trouble, Dad. He doesn’t 
know what we're saying. I guess we’d 
act funny, too, if we didn’t know—” 

“The letter said he could speak very 
good English,” Dad said quietly, giving 
Mickey a warning look. “Paul’s just 
tired from traveling. Probably hungry, 
too. Don’t you worry, son, you'll have 
a great time tomorrow showing him 
all around.” 

‘Mickey walked beside Paul until they 
reached the car. Queer way for a 
brother to act, he was thinking. I 
thought he’d talk a lot and tell me all 
about Germany. Boy, I bet he knows 
a lot of things I’d like to hear about! 

Dad opened the car door for them 
and Mickey shoved Paul good-na- 
turedly.. “You climb in first, Paul,” he 
said. “How do you like our new car?” 

But Paul whirled around and fought 
his way out, scratching and kicking. 
“No, you don’t!” hé screamed in a high 
voice like a bobcat. “You won’t get me 
there alive!” He pushed against Mickey, 
dived between Mom and Dad, and raced 
down Main Street, dodging the startled 
shoppers. 

Mickey rubbed his arm where Paul 
had hit him and stared at Mom and Dad. 
“Wh—what’s wrong?” he stammered. 
“Why did he run?” 

Dad looked helpless and Mom was 
near tears. “We'll never be able to 
find him downtown in this crowd,” 
Dad said, slowly. “I don’t know what 
to do. Call the police, I suppose. Oh, 
me!” He groaned and leaned against 
the side of the car. 

“Harry, let’s go home and pray about 
it.” Mom settled herself firmly in the 
front seat and wiped at her eyes. 
“Come on, we can’t do anything else.” 

The trip home was as quiet as a school- 
room during exams. Mickey looked 
out of the car window at the traffic and 
thought about Paul. What would he 
do in a strange city, a.strange country? 
Dad stopped for a red light and Mickey 
rolled down the window and looked 
closer. Sure enough, there was Paul, 
trying to cross the street against the 
traffic light. Horns were blaring, cars 
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were jammed up, and Mickey saw a 
policeman come running. 

Without thinking twice, he hopped out 
of the car and ran toward Paul. He 
reached him in time and grabbed his 
arm. “Quick!” he ordered, “Get into 
our car!” 

Paul started to pull away, then saw 
the policeman shaking his fist at him. 
He scrambled into the car after Mickey 
and they drove off. Dad glared at 
them both in the rear view mirror. 
“Now that’s enough excitement from 
both of you,” he scolded. “Paul, we're 
not going to hurt you. We're taking 
you home so you can be Mickey’s 
brother. Wait and give it a try. I 
know you're going to like it.” 

Paul looked down. at the floor sul- 
lenly. “Where are you taking me?” 

“I told you. To our home.” Dad 
pulled into the driveway and pointed 
to the green and white house on the 
second lot. “See? That’s our home. 
Your’s too, Paul.” 

“We have bunk beds _ together,” 
Mickey interrupted. “Wait ‘til you 
see them, Paul. And Mom got us a radio 
for our room.” 

“Radio?” Paul sat up straighter, in- 
terested. “Can we listen at night?” 

“We can listen anytime,” Mickey as- 
sured him. 

“Don’t they jam the programs?” 

“Jam? What do you mean?” 

“In some countries, the Communists 
interfere with the radio programs and 
it causes static,” Dad told him. 

They walked inside the house and 
Paul gazed around him as though he 
didn’t believe his eyes. “Who else lives 
here?” he demanded. 

“Why, ‘ nobody,” Mickey answered. 
“I guess jt seems big to you.” He took 
Paul into their room and showed him 
the radio and even switched it on. 
Then he let him look into each room to 
make sure no one else was around. | 
Paul seemed friendlier though he still 
didn’t talk much. He acted all right 
until suppertime. 

Mom had a special meai—pork chops 
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and sauerkraut, mashed potatoes, salad, . 


ice cream and a three-layer cake. Paul 
knew how to use a knife and fork—he 
didn’t stop for breath until his plate 
was cleaned. Then he sat tensely, eying 
the rest of the food. Mickey spoke to 
him once or twice and asked him a ques- 
tion, but he didn’t move. 

Mom finally rose to collect the dirty 
dishes and put the leftovers away, when 
Paul suddenly jumped to his feet and 
began to snatch the food from the table, 
stuffing it down into his shirt front. 

The family watched in horror as let- 
tuce leaves, slices of raw tomato, bread, 
even the meat bones disappeared into 
Paul’s shirt. Paul knocked his chair 
back, bolted from the room, and they 
could hear him scrambling up the steps 
to his bedroom. 

“Tll go up.” _ Mickey broke the silence, 


shaking his dark head in amazement. - 


‘Tll go talk to him. I’m his brother.” 
At the moment he didn’t feel very 
brotherly toward Paul. Such foolish 
actions! 

Upstairs, the hall was dark and 
Mickey reached for the light switch. 
Before he could turn the light on, 
something hard hit him in the chest 
and he realized Paul was fighting him. 
He threw his hands up to cover his 
face and heard Paul run across the 
room. 

“Listen! What... ?” 

“Keep away from that food!” Paul 
hissed, circling him in the dark. “Don’t 
touch it, I tell you, it’s mine!” 

Mickey felt a hand grip his neck and 
he reached out and wound his arms 
around Paul. “Are you crazy? I don’t 
want the food, I only—” 

Paul was grappling with him, trying 
to bring his foot around and throw him 
‘to the floor. Mickey fended off the 
blows, trying to think. What -in the 
world could he do? Fight back? Would 
that show Paul that the family loved 
him, wanted him? 

Paul’s flying fist hit his face in the 
dark and his jaw began to ache. Then 
he made his decision. He slumped to 
the floor and let Paul punch and wrestle 
him until the strange boy was exhausted 
and fumbled for the light switch. 

Paul bent over him curiously. “Why 
didn’t you fight back? What’s the mat- 
ter with you? Afraid? You hurt bad?” 

“N-no,” Mickey said slowly, lifting 
his head. Suddenly he grinned at Paul. 
“What a nice brotherly way to act!” 

Paul crouched down by him with one 
Swift movement. “Did you mean that? 
From the beginning, I mean—about: be- 
ing brothers? It’s no trick?” 


“Of course. not,” Mickey replied 
quickly. 

“Why?” 

“Wel-l-1-1, we like you, I guess.” 

“Why?” 


“Well, we love others because God 
first loved us.” 

Paul turned away impatiently. “God? 
Is He the reason you wanted me—and 
let me come into’ your home—and gave 
me all that good food—and wouldn’t 
fight me back? I never believed in 
Him. I never loved anybody.” 
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“He helps us love others,”'said Mickey. 
“When we ask Jesus to come into our 
hearts and live, He brings God’s love 
right along with Him. You ‘come to 
church with us, Paul, and hear more 
about it.” 

“I’ve never been in a church,” Paul 
answered solemnly. “But your not 
fighting back—letting me beat you—I 
—I’m sorry I hurt you, Mickey—Brother 
Mickey. We're really brothers now, 
aren’t we?”. 4 

“For keeps,” Mickey assured him hap- 


pily. He held his aching head with™ 


both hands and looked up at his new 
brother. It was worth it. Things would 
be O.K. now. 

CoLtumsr, N. J, 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


January 26 to February 1 


Mon., Jan. 26.—Luke 12:22-34. 
First Things First. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “But rather seek 
ye the kingdom of God; and all these 
things shall be added unto you.” Our 
Saviour made His Father’s business the 
all-important thing in His life. He 
commands every one of His redeemed 
ones to have the same devotion to the 
will of God. We all seem to have the 
lurking suspicion that our life would 
be better with a mixture of our prefér- 
ences with His. But the only will 
capable of guiding ours into true hap- 
piness and usefulness here on earth 
and in Heaven is the good, acceptable, 
and perfect will of God. Full surrender 
to God means: “Thy will be done.” 
Pray to be a surrendered Christian. 


Tues., Jan. 27.—Luke 13:1-9. 
Repentance and Fruitfulness. 
PraYER SuGcesTions: “A certain man 
had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; 
and he came and sought fruit thereon, 
and found none.” This parable of the 
barren fig tree should be taken to heart 
by every church member. Many are 
like trees without fruit. God-given in- 
fluences are of no value to dead souls. 
“If you water a tree it will.grow: but 
if you water a post it- will rot.”—Dr. 
A. C. Dixon. God graciously gives 
everyone an opportunity to bring forth 
fruit even though we have long pro- 
voked Him with only leaves. Pray 
that you may show benefit from the 
mercies of the Lord. 


Wed., Jan. 28.—Luke 13:10-17; 14:1-6. 
‘ Healing on the Sabbath. 
Prayer Succestions: “Is it lawful to 
heal on the sabbath day?” Our Lord 
asked this question of men who had 
amassed a great number of man-made 
Sabbath Day laws. These they had 
elevated above divine revelation. They 
preferred their own regulations to those 
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laid down by the Lord of Heaven. The 


Lord, in human form, questioned those 


men as to the law of healing on the 
Sabbath Day. His answer was an honor 


to God .and a blessed thing for man, 
In these days few people care to know 
anything about the observance of. the 
Lord’s Day. If we do not honor God 
one day a week, how can we expect one 
to honor God all the days of the week? 
Pray to be pleasing to God as to the 
observance of the Lord’s Day. 


Thurs., Jan. 29.—Luke 14:7-14. 
Jesus Teaches Humility. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “For whosoever 
exalteth himself shall be abased; and 


he ‘that humbleth himself shall be ex- 


alted.” There can be no grace of God 
upon anyone who is proud and con- 
ceited. Humility is necessary for fruit- 
ful service. He regards it highly and 
honors it; Christ is our example in hu- 
mility., Though Lord of all, He was 
among us as one that serveth. Pray 
that you may ever serve the Lord with 
all humility of mind. 


Fri., Jan. 30.—Luke 15:1-10. 
Our Responsibility for the Lost. 
Prayer Succestions: “F have found 
my sheep which was lost.” If you were 
being forever excluded from Heaven, 
how would you feel? Do you feel for 
perishing sinners? Are you burdened 
for their salvation? Do not let the mat- 
ter rest only in thought. Act wisely 
for the conviction and conversion of sin- 
ners. Have you been forgiven much? 
Then care much for the souls around 
you. Compassion is a Christlike grace. 
Pray for sinners daily by name. 


Sat., Jan. 31.—Luke 20:19-26. 
Responsibility to God and Man. 
PrRaYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Render there- 
fore unto Caesar the things which be 
Caesar’s, and unto God the things 
which be God’s.” The Ten Command- 
ments deal with one’s responsibility to 
God and man. We have duty to God 
and man. He will hold us responsible 
in the day of accounts for the same. 
Most of us put emphasis upon doctrine. 
But doctrine must be adorned with 
godly deeds. Most Christians today 
seem to have Bible truth without Bible 
grace. Our Lord wants His people to 
be full of grace and: truth. Pray for 
such a balanced Christian life. 


Sun., Feb. 1—Rom. 13:1-10. 
y Obedience and Love. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 
no ill to his neighbour: therefore love 
is the fulfilling of the law.” Obedience 
out of love and gratitude to God for the 
salvation provided in Christ Jesus is 
the only kind of Christian behavior de- 


_manded by the Law and the Gospel. 
Many professed Christians make every- 


thing of belief of the Gospel truth, but 
make very little of Gospel precepts. 
They profess to believe, but they be- 
have as if they ignored holy principles. 
Our Lord and His apostles have much 
to say about those who only hear but 


do not do His commandments. Pray t0 


be sincere and without offense unto the 
day of Christ. 





January 17, 1959 





“Love worketh ’ 











